HKSAR Government organises 5Sth Anniversary of Promulgation & Implementation of

Hong Kong National Security Law Forum (with photos)
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This year marks the 5th anniversary of the promulgation and implementation of the
Hong Kong National Security Law (HKNSL). The law complements and integrates
seamlessly with the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance which was enacted last
year, collectively forming a legal great wall to safeguard national security in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR). At this significant moment in time, the
HKSAR Government has organised the 5th Anniversary of Promulgation &
Implementation of Hong Kong National Security Law Forum to look back and ahead to
the development of the HKSAR's legal system in safeguarding national security, with a
view to enhancing the understanding of the laws on safeguarding national security among

various sectors and raising public awareness on national security.

The Opening Ceremony of the Forum was held this morning. The Director of the
Hong Kong and Macao Work Office of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee and the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State Council, Mr Xia
Baolong, was invited to officiate at the ceremony and deliver a keynote speech. The
Chief Executive of the HKSAR and the Chairman of the Hong Kong National Security

Committee, Mr John Lee, also delivered a keynote speech at the ceremony.

The Director of the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in the HKSAR
and National Security Adviser to the Committee for Safeguarding National Security of
the HKSAR, Mr Zhou Ji; Vice-Chairperson of the HKSAR Basic Law Committee of the
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress and Deputy Director of the
Legislative Affairs Commission of the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress, Mr Zhang Yong; the Head of the Office for Safeguarding National Security of
the Central People's Government in the HKSAR, Mr Dong Jingwei; the Commissioner of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the HKSAR, Mr Cui Jianchun; and the Commander-in-
Chief of the Chinese People's Liberation Army Hong Kong Garrison, Major General

Peng Jingtang, also delivered speeches at the ceremony.

Mr Xia said in his speech that the implementation of the HKNSL over the past five
years has proven the law to be a "guardian" in defending the "one country, two systems"

principle and in safeguarding the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong. It is a good law



of great historical significance and immediate importance, he said, stressing that the
situation facing Hong Kong in safeguarding national security is still complex and grave,
and that it is necessary to grasp the requirements of safeguarding national security under
the "one country, two systems" principle to maintain and consolidate the hard-won
situation that Hong Kong is now enjoying. Profound changes are taking place in the
internal and external environments of Hong Kong. Hong Kong must safeguard national
security in the full process of implementing the "one country, two systems" principle;
ensure that the governance of the HKSAR is firmly in the hands of the patriots; be
steadfast in safeguarding security and promoting development; effectively protect the
human rights and freedoms of Hong Kong people, and maintain Hong Kong's unique

position and advantages.

Mr Xia said that the HKSAR Government and all sectors of society must unite and
take responsibility to give full play to the institutional advantages of the "one country,
two systems" principle, and grasp four key points: first, fully implement a holistic
approach to national security to safeguard high-quality development with high-level
security; second, leverage Hong Kong's unique advantages in connecting the Mainland
and the world to promote high-quality development through openness; third, utilise Hong
Kong's "golden reputation" vis-a-vis the rule of law to safeguard high-quality
development; and fourth, uphold Hong Kong's executive-led system to improve

governance of the SAR and promote high-quality development through reform.

Mr Xia concluded by saying that the enactment and implementation of the HKNSL is
a major event in the implementation of the "one country, two systems" principle and has
already made its mark in history. Looking to the future, the HKNSL will surely safeguard
the steady and far-reaching journey of the "one country, two systems" principle, enabling
Hong Kong to achieve new and greater accomplishments in the grand endeavor of

building a strong nation and realising national rejuvenation.

In his speech, Mr Lee thanked Mr Xia for his heartfelt review of the positive
significance of the HKNSL in restoring Hong Kong's stability and implementing the "one
country, two systems" principle in the past five years, and for providing direction for
Hong Kong's future security and development. Mr Lee put forward four main points,
stressing that the HKSAR must fully and accurately implement the "one country, two
systems" principle and thoroughly adopt a holistic approach to national security; adhere

to the solid foundation of the rule of law and leverage Hong Kong's international



advantages; cherish the stable situation and seize development opportunities; and enhance
traditional advantages, focusing on reform and innovation. He said that the HKSAR
should continue to safeguard national security and make good use of the stable situation
to focus its efforts on developing a vibrant economy, achieving prosperous development

and improving people's livelihoods to realise people-centered development.

Mr Lee said that under the institutional protection of the "one country, two systems"
principle and the safeguarding of the HKNSL, which complements and integrates
seamlessly with the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance, Hong Kong's
development and reform will surely continue to advance steadily, thereby making greater
contributions to the nation in the building of a great country and advancing toward

national rejuvenation.

The young generation plays an important role in passing down the sense of mission
and self-awareness on safeguarding national security for it to be deeply rooted and
realised. One of the sessions of the forum was a performance with the theme of "Five
Years of a New Horizon - Our Commitment to Safeguarding National Security", which
was performed by more than 180 students of different ages. The HKSAR Government
has been committed to promoting national security education. The Department of Justice,
the Security Bureau and the Education Bureau have organised various activities to raise
awareness of national security among the young generation. The awards presentation
ceremonies for the Security Bureau Youth Uniformed Groups National Security Quiz
Competition, the Territory-wide Inter-school National Security Knowledge Challenge
2024/25, and the "Hong Kong National Security Law - Safeguards and Hopes" Social

Media Post Competition were held at the forum to commend the young awardees.

After the award presentation ceremonies, Mr Xia, together with Mr Lee, Mr Zhou, Mr
Zhang, Mr Dong, Mr Cui, Major General Peng, and the Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul
Lam, SC, officiated at the Hong Kong National Security Law - Guarding Every Voyage
and Forging a Brighter Future Kick-off Ceremony, symbolising that Hong Kong has
embarked on a new journey of advancement from stability to prosperity under the
protection of the HKNSL.
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