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Continuing Legal Education

As in previous years, seminars and sharing sessions were
conducted by experienced guest speakers from sectors related
to prosecution in 2020. Such seminars and sharing sessions
included:

Digital forensics and cryptocurrency crimes, by Mr Neo Lam,
Chief Inspector and two Senior Inspectors, Mr Huma Chan
and Mr Philip Chan, of the Cyber Security and Technology
Crime Bureau of the Police on 15 July

New developments in wildlife crime and animal cruelty
prosecutions, by Ms Amanda Whitfort, Associate Professor,
Faculty of Law of the University of Hong Kong on 20 August

Forensic video analysis, image simulation & comparison,
by Dr Jimmy Tam, Senior Chemist and Dr Tao Chi-hang,
Chemist of the Government Laboratory on 29 September

Protocol and questioning skills for video-recorded interview
with vulnerable witnesses, by Mrs Chang Lam Sook-yee,
Senior Social Work Officer of the Social Welfare Department
and Mr Michael Fung, Clinical Psychologist of the Police on
12 October

“Meet the Community”
Programme

The "Meet the Community” Programme was first introduced in
2014 to enhance the understanding of the general public, in
particular, young people, of the criminal justice system and their
role in the system as well as the importance of the Rule of Law.
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Under the Programme, prosecutors of the Division give talks to
schools on diverse topics about how prosecutors carry out their
duties, including general issues like their role, how they come to
their prosecutorial decisions, as well as how they tackle specific
types of offences. Amid the severe COVID-19 pandemic situation in
2020, virtual talks were delivered to schools and were well-received.
By the end of 2020, a total of 175 talks under the Programme had
been conducted.

Understudy Programme

This Programme was introduced in 2012. Under this Programme,
senior counsel or senior junior counsel briefed to prosecute complex
and sensitive cases can nominate a counsel in private practice with
less than 10 years' experience to act as an understudy and to take
part in the prosecution work as his or her junior at a fixed daily rate.
In 2020, the Programme has been further extended to cover both
junior counsel and junior solicitors with up to 5 years' experience.
This has provided valuable learning opportunities to junior counsel
for gaining experience and skills in prosecuting cases of complexity
and sensitivity. A total of 22 junior counsel in private practice
participated in the Programme in 2020.

Criminal Advocacy Course

In 2020, 2 rounds of Criminal Advocacy Course were held for our
newly recruited Public Prosecutors and Legal Trainees. The 12-week
course consisted of lectures given by our experienced colleagues,
covering a wide range of topics on criminal law, practice and
procedures. Participants visited the Police and the Government
Laboratory as part of their learning experience. Intensive mock
court exercises then followed, with the course concluding with a
period of attachment to the Magistrates’ Courts where participants
prosecuting criminal cases in court.

The course was also open to counsel from other divisions wishing to
enhance their knowledge on criminal law.
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A new module on legal cooperation in criminal matters was
introduced this year. Delivered by counsel from the International
Law Division, this module aims to provide prosecutors a better
understanding of how mutual legal assistance may facilitate the
investigation and prosecution of cross-border crimes.

Departmental Prosecutors
Training Course

The Prosecutions Division organized a 14-day Departmental
Prosecutors Training Course in January 2020. Attended by 45 lay
prosecutors from different government bureaux / departments
or autonomous bodies, the course aimed to equip departmental
prosecutors the knowledge and skills necessary for their discharge
of duties.

Divided into 3 parts, participants first had to attend a series of
lectures covering topics such as Magistrates’ Courts procedures,
examination of witnesses, previous consistent / inconsistent
statement, voir dire and disposal of exhibits. They then paid a one-
day visit to one of the Magistrates’ Courts, seeing how the legal
principles discussed applied in real cases. The course concluded by
their taking part in mock court exercises for 6 days, taking on the
role of a prosecutor, defence counsel or a witness.

Court Prosecutors Training

Before being deployed to work at the Magistrates’ Courts, Court
Prosecutors who had joined the Prosecutions Division in 2019
underwent a tailor-made 9-month training programme between
2019 and 2020. The new recruits are expected to play a pivotal role
in maintaining the high standard of the prosecution work in the
Magistrates' Courts.

The 9-month training programme consisted of (1) a series of lectures
focusing on important topics of substantive and procedural law, (2)
mock court exercises, and (3) attachment to the Magjistrates' Courts
during which the new recruits prosecuted criminal cases firstly
under supervision and then on their own. The new recruits also
paid visits to the Independent Commission Against Corruption and
the Government Laboratory to meet with their personnel to gain
a better understanding of their daily operations and to enhance
cooperation.

A Consultant Counsel, an ex-Senior Assistant Director of Public
Prosecutions with extensive knowledge and expertise in
prosecution work, was engaged to design and oversee the entire
training programme.
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