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International Criminal Law
Conference 2021

The International Criminal Law Conference was held on 2 November
2021 at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre and it was
one of the focal events of the Hong Kong Legal Week 2021 which
was organized in the first week of November.

Distinguished criminal law practitioners from different jurisdictions
gave speeches in the Conference. These included former Permanent
Judge of the Court of Final Appeal, Chief Judge of the High Court,
Professor of Law, Vice Chairman (Senate) of the International
Association of Prosecutors, experienced law enforcement officers,
Queen’s Counsel and Senior Counsel. The speakers engaged in
discussions on four criminal law topics, namely “Human rights
considerations in the criminal law context’, “Sentencing offenders:
maintaining public confidence in criminal justice’, “Combating
corruption in the Mainland and Hong Kong” and “Crowdfunding
or Crime-funding?” More than 900 participants took part in it by
attending in person or joining through internet platforms.

The Conference provided a platform for exchanges, to examine
experience from other jurisdictions and to review our own practices
with a view to enhancing the development of the criminal justice
system. The participants of the Conference gave very positive
feedbacks on the arrangement of the Conference as well as the
topics and contents.
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Continuing Legal Education

Various seminars were conducted in 2021 and were well-received.
The topics were wide-ranging, for example, a seminar was held by
Mr William Tam SC, Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions on recent
developments in the law of bribery in the private sector. Ms Ada
Chan, Deputy Principal Government Counsel of the International
Law Division gave a seminar to share her views on legal cooperation
in criminal matters.

Attachment Programme

In 2021, a number of Mainland officials from various institutions were
attached to the Prosecutions Division for different periods of time
during which they were arranged to understudy the operation of the
criminal justice system in Hong Kong and how prosecution work is
carried out here. The participants included:

Mr Meng Dexin, from the Hebei Provincial Department of
Justice (17-21 May)

Ms Zhou Xin, from the Shaanxi Provincial Department of
Justice (17-28 May)

Ms Li Yan, from the Tianjin Justice Bureau (7-18 June)

Ms Gu Liya, from the Shenzhen Customs District (15-18 June)

Ms Lin Zhesi, from the Legislative Affairs Commission of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress (15-25
June)

Law Talks for Secondary Schools

Starting from the academic year 2020/2021, DoJ introduced the
“Rule of Law Enlightenment” Programme to promote proper
understanding and practice of the rule of law, including law-abiding
awareness, among secondary school students.

Under the Programme, prosecutors of the Division give talks to
secondary schools on diverse topics including prosecution of
juvenile defendants, school bullying, sexual offence, abuse of drug,
cybercrime and offences relating to public order. The talks were well-
received by the education sector. It was hoped that through the law
talks, students could gain an in-depth understanding of the rule of
law as well as the criminal justice system and their role in the system.
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Understudy Programme

Since 2020, counsel and solicitors in private practice with less than
5 years' post call/admission experience can be engaged, on a
rotating basis, to act as an understudy to senior counsel or senior
junior counsel and to take part in the prosecution work of suitable
briefed out cases at a fixed daily rate under this programme. This
has provided valuable learning opportunities to junior counsel for
gaining experience and skills in prosecuting cases of complexity and
sensitivity. A total of 20 junior counsel in private practice participated
in the programme in 2021.

Criminal Advocacy Course

In 2021, two rounds of Criminal Advocacy Course were held for
our newly recruited Public Prosecutors and Legal Trainees. The
12-week course consisted of lectures given by our experienced
colleagues, covering a wide range of topics on criminal law, practice
and procedures. Participants visited the Police and the Government
Laboratory as part of their learning experience. Intensive mock
court exercises then followed, with the course concluding with a
period of attachment to the Magjistrates’ Courts where participants
prosecuting criminal cases in court.

The course was also open to counsel from other divisions wishing to
enhance their knowledge on criminal law.

Departmental Prosecutors
Training Course

The Prosecutions Division organized a 14-day Departmental
Prosecutors Training Course in July 2021. Attended by 33 lay
prosecutors from different government bureaux / departments
and autonomous bodies, the course aimed to equip departmental
prosecutors the knowledge and skills necessary for their discharge of
duties.
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Divided into three parts, participants first had to attend a series of
lectures covering topics such as Magistrates’ Courts procedures,
examination of witnesses, previous consistent / inconsistent
statement, voir dire and disposal of exhibits. They then paid a one-
day visit to one of the Magistrates’ Courts, seeing how the legal
principles discussed applied in real cases. The course concluded by
their taking part in mock court exercises for six days, taking on the
role of a prosecutor, defence counsel or a witness.

Court Prosecutors Training

Before being deployed to work at the Magistrates’ Courts, Court
Prosecutors who had joined the Prosecutions Division in 2021
underwent a tailor-made nine-month training programme. The new
recruits are expected to play a pivotal role in maintaining the high
standard of the prosecution work in the Magjistrates' Courts.

The nine-month training programme consisted of a series of lectures
focusing on important topics of substantive and procedural law,
mock court exercises, and attachment to the Magistrates’ Courts
during which the new recruits prosecuted criminal cases firstly
under supervision and then on their own. The new recruits also
paid visits to the Independent Commission Against Corruption and
the Government Laboratory to meet with their personnel to gain
a better understanding of their daily operations and to enhance
cooperation.

A Consultant Counsel, an ex-Senior Assistant Director of Public
Prosecutions with extensive knowledge and expertise in prosecution
work, was engaged to design and oversee the entire training
programme.






