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Senior Counsel Appointment
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Vinci Lam SC

Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions

On 29 May 2021, Ms Vinci Lam, Deputy Director of Public
Prosecutions, was appointed as Senior Counsel by the Chief Justice
of the Court of Final Appeal. The appointment was made pursuant
to section 31A of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159),
having taken into account Vinci's ability, knowledge of the law and
experience and after consultation with the Chairman of the Bar
Council of the Hong Kong Bar Association and the President of The
Law Society of Hong Kong.

Vinci is our home-bred Senior Counsel. She was amongst our first
batch of legal trainees after the resumption of sovereignty by China
in 1997. Having completed her training with the Department, she
was admitted as a solicitor in 1999 and has been a public prosecutor
ever since. In September 2020, she switched over and became a
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barrister after taking leave from the office to serve her pupillage for
three months. She then returned to the office and continues to
discharge her duties as a deputy director.

In the Judiciary’s appointment announcement, Vinci's practice was
described as “specialising in criminal appellate work”. Indeed, Vinci
started prosecuting appeals in 2000 in the Court of First Instance of
the High Court then soon after the Court of Appeal and the Hong
Kong Court of Final Appeal ("CFA”) as well. Her first appearance as the
advocate, not as junior counsel, before the Appeal Committee of the
CFA was in 2010 and before the full bench at the CFA in 2013, both
against Senior Counsel and when she was a senior public prosecutor.
Over the years, Vinci has frequently appeared in all three levels of
appellate court including the CFA, often with Senior Counsel on the
opposite side. Whilst most appeals are initiated by the defence and
Vinci appears on behalf of the respondent for the HKSAR, she has also
conducted many appeals and applications for review of sentence
initiated by the prosecution for the Secretary for Justice in criminal
matters.

Being a seasoned public prosecutor, Vinci has also prosecuted trials in
all levels of trial court, including jury trials and acted as the coroner’s
officer in death inquests. She currently oversees white-collar
crimes including money laundering and commercial frauds, cases
investigated by the Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) such as bribery and election crimes, cases investigated
by the Securities and Futures Commission such as stock market
manipulation and insider dealing, and cases investigated by the
Inland Revenue Department such as tax evasion.

As given in the speech at the Senior Counsel Appointment
Ceremony held at the CFA, Vinci thanks the Chief Justice for the
honour of appointment. She reckons the appointment as not only
a recognition of her own ability but also a reflection of the prowess
of her leaders and the potential of many junior colleagues who have
been her co-counsel over the years. She regards the appointment
as also a recognition of the importance of prosecutorial work. She
attributes her appointment to the guidance and support she
received from the several secretaries for justice and directors of public
prosecutions whom she has served and also that from her leaders,
co-counsel and the supporting staff in the Department in particular
the Appeals Unit in the Prosecutions Division. She is grateful to all
of them. Vinci looks forward to continuing to uphold the rule of law
and serve the interests of justice. She also looks forward to and is
hopeful of seeing more Senior Counsel in the Department.

Vinci is the second female Senior Counsel appointed whilst serving
as a legal officer in the history of the Department of Justice, the first
being Miss Anna Lai, former Deputy Director of Public Prosecutions
and now The Honourable Madam Justice Lai.
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