ANEYRi=l

EBMEMmE 2022 Prosecutions Hong Kong 57

Outreach and Training
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Prosecution Week 2022

The Prosecution Week 2022 was held between 3 and 10 August
and the theme of the event was "Administering Justice under
the Rule of Law”. The aim of this event is to promote the Rule
of Law and to enhance public awareness of the Hong Kong
criminal justice system. The more the public is being informed of
the operation of our criminal justice system and the work of the
Division, the stronger the public’s confidence in the Rule of Law in
Hong Kong and the Division’s role in upholding the same would
be.

This year, about 650 students participated in various activities of
the Prosecution Week 2022, including a fun quiz titled “Justice
Cup’, a logo design competition, visits to the Courts, briefings
led by public prosecutors and mock court exercises. Through
such activities, the people in Hong Kong, especially our younger
generations, had been encouraged to maintain a law-abiding
attitude and show respect for the Rule of Law with a better
awareness of our criminal justice system.
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Continuing Legal Education

As in previous years, seminars and sharing sessions were
conducted by experienced guest speakers from sectors related to
prosecution in 2022. Such seminars and sharing sessions included:

= Child abuse and sexual offences, by Ms Catherine Ko, Deputy
Director of Public Prosecutions and two Senior Public
Prosecutors, Ms Jasmine Ching and Ms Human Lam on 10
June

= Adducing evidence of mobile devices and trial experience
sharing, by Mr Jonathan Man, Deputy Director of Public
Prosecutions and Ms Human Lam, Senior Public Prosecutor
on 11 August

= latest development in digital forensics and recent challenges
in cybercrime investigation by Ms Doris Keung, Senior
Inspector and Mr Carter Yeung, Inspector, of the Cyber
Security and Technology Crime Bureau of the Police on 8
September

= Medicolegal aspects of sexual offences by Dr Clarice Cheung,
Forensic Pathologist of the Department of Health on 4
November

= Understanding child and mentally incapacitated person
witnesses from a psychological perspective by Mr Michael
Fung, Clinical Psychologist of the Police on 11 November

= Topics on (i) procedures for handling child and mentally
incapacitated person abuse cases and (ii) protocol and
questioning skills for video-recorded interview with
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vulnerable witnesses by Mrs Chang Lam Sook-yee, Senior
Social Work Officer of the Social Welfare Department and
Ms Frances Lee, Senior Superintendent of the Police on 2
December

Attachment Programme

In 2022 a number of Mainland officials from various institutions
were attached to the Prosecutions Division for different periods
of time during which they were arranged to understudy the
operation of the criminal justice system in Hong Kong and how
prosecution work is carried out here. The participants included:

= Ms Li Yong, from the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection of the Chinese Communist Party (16-20 May)

= MsTang Xianxian, from the Qingdao Customs (16-20 May)

= Mr Cui Jian, from the Tianjin Prison Administration Bureau
(16-20 May)

= Ms Hu Shiyi, from the Supreme People’s Court (30 May-2
June)

= Mr Huang Long, from the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs
Office of the State Council (20-27 June)

Law Talks for Secondary Schools

The “Rule of Law Enlightenment” Programme was first introduced
by the Department of Justice in 2021 to promote proper
understanding and practice of the rule of law, including law-
abiding awareness, among secondary school students.

Under the Programme, prosecutors of the Division give talks to
secondary schools on diverse topics including prosecution of
juvenile defendants, school bullying, sexual offence, abuse of drug
and cybercrime. The talks were well-received by the education
sector. It was hoped that through the law talks, students could
gain an in-depth understanding of the rule of law as well as the
criminal justice system and their role in the system.

Understudy Programme

Since 2020, counsel and solicitors in private practice with less
than 5 years'post call/admission experience can be engaged, on a
rotating basis, to act as an understudy to senior counsel or senior
junior counsel and to take part in the prosecution work of suitable
briefed out cases at a fixed daily rate under this programme. This
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has provided valuable learning opportunities to junior counsel for
gaining experience and skills in prosecuting cases of complexity
and sensitivity. A total of 32 junior counsel in private practice
participated in the programme in 2022.

Criminal Advocacy Course

In 2022, two rounds of Criminal Advocacy Course were held for
our newly recruited Public Prosecutors and Legal Trainees. The
12-week course consisted of lectures given by our experienced
colleagues, covering a wide range of topics on criminal law,
practice and procedures. Participants visited the Police and the
Government Laboratory as part of their learning experience.
Intensive mock court exercises then followed, with the course
concluding with a period of attachment to the Magistrates’ Courts
where participants prosecuting criminal cases in court.

The course was also open to counsel from other divisions wishing
to enhance their knowledge on criminal law.

Departmental Prosecutors
Training Course

The Prosecutions Division organized a 14-day Departmental
Prosecutors Training Course in July 2022. Attended by 95 lay
prosecutors from different government bureaux / departments
and autonomous bodies, the course aimed to equip departmental
prosecutors the knowledge and skills necessary for their discharge
of duties.

Divided into three parts, participants first had to attend a series of
lectures covering topics such as Magistrates’ Courts procedures,
examination of witnesses, previous consistent / inconsistent
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statement, voir dire and disposal of exhibits. They then paid a one-
day visit to one of the Magistrates’ Courts, seeing how the legal
principles discussed applied in real cases. The course concluded
by their taking part in mock court exercises for six days, taking on
the role of a prosecutor, defence counsel or a witness.

Court Prosecutors Training

Before being deployed to work at the Magistrates’ Courts, Court
Prosecutors who had joined the Prosecutions Division in the
second half of 2021 underwent a tailor-made nine-month training
programme. The new recruits are expected to play a pivotal role
in maintaining the high standard of the prosecution work in the
Magistrates' Courts.

The nine-month training programme consisted of a series
of lectures focusing on important topics of substantive and
procedural law, mock court exercises, and attachment to the
Magistrates’ Courts during which the new recruits prosecuted
criminal cases firstly under supervision and then on their own.
The new recruits also paid visits to the Independent Commission
Against Corruption and the Government Laboratory to meet
with their personnel to gain a better understanding of their daily
operations and to enhance cooperation.

A Consultant Counsel, an ex-Senior Assistant Director of Public
Prosecutions with extensive knowledge and expertise in
prosecution work, was engaged to design and oversee the entire
training programme.





