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2023 was a milestone year for the Prosecutions Division. With
increased operational efficiency following our restructuring
in 2022, a new Sub-division was established this year to foster
expertise for tackling latest crime trends. The year also saw
the Division’s return onto the world stage, engaging overseas
jurisdictions into dialogue and collaboration on pertinent
criminal law issues of international concern. Reflecting on
2023 in hindsight, I am able to proudly and firmly say that the
Division continued to fervently pursue justice with integrity,
professionalism, and passion.

The theme of this year's review, “Upholding Justice with Integrity
— Our Entrenched Duty at All Times’, encapsulates the noble
calling of prosecutors to serve the community and the rule of
law as ministers of justice. From making prosecutorial decisions,
prosecuting trials and appeals, to reviewing and formulating
prosecution policies, the work of a prosecutor is inherently public-
centered, directly affecting the community and those who live in
it. It is therefore incumbent upon us to act fairly and in the public
interest in conducting all aspects of prosecutorial work, a duty
which we discharge with a strong sense of public spirit.

Our duty to act fairly dictates that the purpose of bringing
prosecutions is not to secure convictions, but to secure the
delivery of justice in a fair, impartial, and even-handed manner
in all criminal cases. “Justice” includes justice to those having
committed crimes, justice for victims of crime, and justice to the
community which has a vested interest in seeing that the guilty
are convicted and the innocent are acquitted. Above all, it bears
emphasizing that a passion to seek and deliver justice forms the
very lifeblood of us prosecutors.

In discharging our duty to uphold justice, nothing occupies a
greater importance than the public interest. Prosecutors represent
the community, and the community as a whole. To ensure
the proper discharge of our duty to the community, Article 63
of the Basic Law provides that the Department of Justice shall
control criminal prosecutions free from any interference. This
constitutional enshrinement of prosecutorial independence
allows us to pursue public justice without fear or favor, but with an
abundance of faith, righteousness, and perseverance.

We live in a society characterized by incessant technological
advancements, where modern technology is increasingly being
exploited by criminals as an instrument and medium of crime.
The Division made every effort in 2023 to ensure that it is fully
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equipped to seek and deliver justice amidst the proliferation
of crimes featuring a technological dimension. In July 2023,
the Division established the Technology Crime Sub-division,
a dedicated team of prosecutors who specialize in handling
technology crime cases, and who work closely with cyber and
forensic experts and law enforcement agencies. The Sub-
division, being the locus of knowledge and expertise relating to
technology crimes, will be instrumental in our ongoing efforts to
bring offenders of technology crimes to justice.

Yet, the fight against technology crimes cannot be fought by any
one jurisdiction alone. Technology crimes know no jurisdictional
boundaries, and often involve evidence scattered across the
globe. The trans-national nature of such crimes means that
concerted international effort is crucial in mounting a successful
fight against them. On top of our efforts to establish a dedicated
Sub-division, we reached out to the international community by
participating in a series of conferences and meetings hosted by
organizations such as the International Association of Prosecutors
and the Financial Action Task Force. These conferences brought
together prosecutorial agencies of various jurisdictions, with
which the Division engaged in fruitful discussions on, amongst
other things, combatting crime in the modern technological age.
With international outreach being an integral part of our work
in the foreseeable future, we will continue to engage overseas
jurisdictions in knowledge and experience exchange to ensure
that we are best equipped to uphold and deliver justice in an ever-
changing world.




MFIRZEABEIIRE - BLREAREEH
BIEMBRRIEF ~ BANEH - NENDRE
RBIMNELEE LETRAFZENRETFER
GFYER o LS - BRFSE ~ BUEKEIR -
ERREFREIRZERENEERNERN
REHHE - BRBREEE2I0 Y BIMNEIIR
2 DUEBRME— D RITEARRTT - TS sr
BEREXERRE  MEAFEANSERY—

B IR RKEMBE D MRS -

BERK » BB 2024 F 11 A EWEE®S
REBYE 1 EDRERE > WA
RUMTEEERIRIZERE - URAEMNSERE
HlIEREARREEEZRE - RMAFEERE
X2HEHBEREENEE - REARAAEE
BRI A S FTFE I RIESIMAN ~ FRHTE
BAREESE  DUEERMAXFRITRERN
T

RRERABCZRZEBENAE - REAERE
ZEATHNERELFREZANTNRIA
& EMENMASZNADZFT - WASEE
EHBEETHNERRBE  AhERREM=
BAREZERSE - SURASE—ERIZF =&
PRES - RULROEE - BFSBREROHT]
NEBEZORITRE » AT AN ENWREETT
EBERE - WLAERE -

% 7 M = 1 £ 2023 Prosecutions Hong Kong 9

Amidst the heavy workload, we have not lost sight of the
importance of enhancing training and professional development
for our colleagues. Throughout 2023, the Division held the
Criminal Advocacy Course for legal trainees and new recruits, and
the Departmental Prosecutors Training Course for lay prosecutors
from government bureaux and departments. These intensive
courses, with a particular emphasis on criminal procedure,
trial preparation, and trial advocacy, prepared participants for
conducting fair and proper prosecutions in court. In addition,
various in-house seminars on criminal law and practice were
delivered by experienced colleagues, representatives of law
enforcement agencies, and distinguished guest speakers. A
number of prosecutors also attended overseas training courses to
hone and further sharpen their advocacy skills. With our ongoing
commitment to professional development, | am confident that the
Division will continue to uphold justice as a prosecution service of
the highest standard and caliber.

Looking ahead, Hong Kong will host the 11" Asia and Pacific
Regional Conference of the International Association of
Prosecutors in November 2024, to discuss pertinent topics
relating to the operation of an effective prosecution service in
the technological age, and the use of technology in the criminal
justice system. We look forward to welcoming our international
counterparts to this meaningful event, which will be a major
platform for prosecutors from different jurisdictions to exchange
knowledge, explore emerging trends, and foster collaborations to
further our collective anti-crime agendas.

A passion for justice defines the essence of the prosecutorial spirit.
Prosecutors play an indispensable role in the due administration
of criminal justice. With strong support from the public and my
colleagues, we will continue to serve the community as a first-
class prosecution service which stays abreast of the ever-changing
criminal landscape. It only remains for me to wholeheartedly
thank all of our colleagues for their continued support and
dedication. Together, let us make every effort to continue
delivering justice with integrity — our entrenched duty which we
will always discharge with humility, dignity, and honor.
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