% 7 M 3 1R £ 2023 Prosecutions Hong Kong

AN=INE=E

Outreach and Tralning



% # 1l = 4% £ 2023 Prosecutions Hong Kong 55

FHHRRBERRE

— A - ARE 2003 ERWT 2 EHHE

Continuing Legal Education

As in previous years, seminars and sharing sessions were
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Mr Dimitri Au-yeung, Acting Senior Public Prosecutor on 6
January

= “My love affair with the basic law - notes from the trenches’, by
Mr Andrew Bruce, SC on 3 March

m “Understanding the testimony of mentally incapacitated
person witnesses’, by Mr Michael Fung, Clinical Psychologist of
the Police on 24 March

=  “Prosecution and investigation of public order event offences’,
by Mr Ivan Cheung, Acting Assistant Director of Public
Prosecutions on 21 April

= “Everything you wanted to know about appellate advocacy
but were afraid to ask’, by Mr Justice Zervos, Justice of Appeal
of the Court of Appeal of the High Court on 28 April

= “Plea day and trial preparation’, by Mr Michael Wong, Senior
Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions, Ms Human Lam,
Senior Public Prosecutor and Mr Dimitri Au-yeung, Acting
Senior Public Prosecutor on 28 September

Attachment Programme

In 2023, a number of Mainland China officials from various
institutions were attached to the Prosecutions Division in different
periods of time during which they were arranged to understudy
the operation of the criminal justice system in Hong Kong and
how prosecution work is carried out here. The participants
included:
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= Mr Chen Xiaojun, from the Dongguan Prison (15-19 May)

= Mr Miao Junhao, from the Department of Justice of Shanxi
Province (5-9 June)

= Mr Fang Weichao, from the Department of Justice of
Shandong Province (5-9 June)

= Ms Zhang Jinyi, from the People’s Procuratorate of Huanggu
District of Shenyang (26-30 June)

Understudy Programme

Since 2020, barristers and solicitors in private practice with less
than five years' post call / admission experience can be engaged,
on a rotating basis, to act as an understudy to Senior Counsel
or senior junior counsel and to take part in the prosecution
work of suitable briefed out cases at a fixed daily rate under this
programme. This has provided valuable learning opportunities
to junior counsel for gaining experience and skills in prosecuting
cases of complexity and sensitivity. A total of 17 junior counsel in
private practice participated in the programme in 2023.

Criminal Advocacy Course

In 2023, two rounds of Criminal Advocacy Course were held for
our newly recruited Public Prosecutors and Legal Trainees. The
12-week course consisted of lectures given by our experienced
colleagues, covering a wide range of topics on criminal law,
practice and procedures. Participants visited the Police and the
Government Laboratory as part of their learning experience.
Intensive mock court exercises then followed, with the course
concluding with a period of attachment to the Magistrates' Courts
where participants prosecuting criminal cases in court.

The course was also open to Counsel from other divisions wishing
to enhance their knowledge on criminal law.
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Departmental Prosecutors
Training Course

The Prosecutions Division organised a 14-day Departmental
Prosecutors Training Course in May 2023 for lay prosecutors from
different government bureaux / departments and autonomous
bodies. The course aimed to equip departmental prosecutors
with the knowledge and skills necessary for their discharge of
duties.

The course consisted of three parts. Participants first had to
attend a series of lectures covering topics such as Magistrates'
Courts procedures, examination of witnesses, previous consistent
/ inconsistent statement, voir dire and disposal of exhibits. They
then paid a one-day visit to one of the Magistrates’ Courts, seeing
how the legal principles discussed applied in real cases. The
course concluded by their taking part in mock court exercises for
six days, taking on the role of a prosecutor, defence counsel or a

witness.

International Conferences

In 2023, we continued to foster links with counterparts in other
jurisdictions. We participated in various international events, in
which we kept abreast of the latest developments in criminal law
and prosecutions and exchanged ideas with our counterparts.
Such international events included:

m The Financial Action Task Force Policy Development Group
Intersessional Meeting April 2023 (Paris, France)

= The Financial Action Task Force Plenary and Working Group
meetings June 2023 (Paris, France)

= The Financial Action Task Force Policy Development Group
Intersessional Meeting September 2023 (Paris, France)
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Training Activities

In 2023, our prosecutors attended a wide range of training
activities to hone their knowledge and skills necessary for a
more efficient discharge of their duties and for future career
advancement. These courses included:

= Middle Temple Advocacy Training Course (London, United
Kingdom)

s The South Eastern Circuit Bar Mess Foundation Advanced
International Advocacy Course 2023 at Keble College, Oxford
(Oxford, United Kingdom)

= National Studies Course organised by the Civil Service Bureau
(Nanjing, China)

= Mainland Legal Studies Course organised by the Liaison Office
of the Central People’s Government (Beijing, China)
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