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The 11" Asia and Pacific Regional
Conference of the International
Association of Prosecutors
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From 27 to 29 November 2024, the Prosecutions Division co-
hosted the 11" Asia and Pacific Regional Conference of the
International Association of Prosecutors (“IAP") with the IAP at the
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre.

The IAP, established in 1995 and formally inaugurated in
September 1996, is the first and only world organization of
prosecutors with more than 183 organizational members from
over 177 jurisdictions. It holds annual and regional conferences
across the globe. Hong Kong previously hosted the IAP Regional
Conference in 2004, and subsequently the Annual Conference
and General Meeting in 2007.

The three-day Regional Conference in 2024 was themed “Effective
Prosecution Service in the Technological Age” and drew about
140 participants from around 30 jurisdictions, underscoring the
global commitment to combatting technology crimes. The
Conference covered a range of pertinent topics, including the
challenges posed by decentralisation in the technological age,
the handling of digital evidence, and the impact of technologjical
advancements on criminal evidence and procedure. Prosecutors
at home and abroad had the opportunity to exchange views and
best practices, fostering a united and determined front against
technology crime.

At the Opening Ceremony of the Conference, the Chief Executive,
Mr John Lee, said that it had been 20 years since Hong Kong last
hosted the Regional Conference and Hong Kong had come a
long, good way over these past two decades. He told delegates
that “we are deeply committed to international co-operation in
the fight against crime” and “[c]ross-jurisdictional sharing of best
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practices and experience gained can make a decided difference
in tackling technology crime, on an international level” At the
Ceremony, the Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul Lam SC, also thanked
the IAP for affording Hong Kong the valuable opportunity of
hosting the Conference. He highlighted that “while we may
have to change our law, practice and procedure as well as to
enhance international co-operation in different ways in order
to meet the challenges posed by crimes in this technological
age, fundamental principles governing fairness of prosecutions
must not be compromised. After all, the rule of law requires that
prosecutions must be both fair and effective!

The Conference provided participants with an opportunity to
share knowledge and experiences to stay ahead of cybercriminals
and enhance prosecutorial capabilities. It also showcased Hong
Kong's sound legal system and leading prosecution standards to
the world, demonstrating Hong Kong's determination to actively
promote the construction of the rule of law in the Greater Bay
Area.
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The Conference was attended by Mr Tong Jianming, Vice
President of the IAP and First Deputy Prosecutor General of the
Supreme People’s Procuratorate of the People’s Republic of China,
Mr Roel Dona, Secretary-General of the IAP, as well as Attorneys
General, Prosecutors General, prosecutors and officials from
around the world.

Continuing Legal Education

As in previous years, seminars and sharing sessions were
conducted by experienced guest speakers from sectors related
to prosecution in 2024. Such seminars and sharing sessions
included:

“A Practical Guide to Prosecuting Money Laundering
Offences: Part 1" by Mr William Siu, Senior Assistant Director
of Public Prosecutions and Mr Gary Leung, Acting Senior
Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions on 12 April

“A Practical Guide to Prosecuting Money Laundering
Offences: Part 2" by Mr Michael Wong, Senior Assistant
Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr William Siu, Senior
Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr Nicholas Wong,
Acting Senior Assistant Director of Public Prosecutions,
Ms Lily Ho, Acting Senior Assistant Director of Public
Prosecutions and Mr Gary Leung, Acting Senior Assistant
Director of Public Prosecutions on 22 April

“Digital Evidence - Use of Digital Evidence in Court” by
Professor Simon Young of the University of Hong Kong on
19 August

“Digital Crimes — Legal Issues in the Definition of Crimes in

the Digital World" by Professor Simon Young of the University
of Hong Kong on 30 October
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"Observations from the Bench: The Handling of District Court
Cases" by Mr Justice Douglas Yau, Judge of the Court of First
Instance of the High Court, Her Honour Judge Lily Wong
and Her Honour Judge Kathie Cheung, District Judges on 15
November

"Justice with Compassion: Empowering Prosecutors to
Support Vulnerable Witnesses” by Ms Shenaz Muzaffer,
General Counsel of the International Association of
Prosecutors, Ms Belinda Hughes, Executive Director Legal of
the Independent Commission Against Corruption of Papua
New Guinea, and Ms Rachel Fitzpatrick, Principal Solicitor of
the Office of Public Prosecutions of the State of Victoria in
Australia on 27 November

Attachment Programme

In 2024, a number of Mainland China officials from various
institutions were attached to the Prosecutions Division in different
periods of time during which they were arranged to understudy
the operation of the criminal justice system in Hong Kong and
how prosecution work is carried out here. The participants
included:

Mr Chen Bin, from the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection of the Communist Party of China and the
National Commission of Supervision of the People’s Republic
of China (13-17 May)

Ms Li Yuhan, from the Ministry of Public Security (13-17 May)

Ms Guo Luyao, from the Supreme People’s Procuratorate (20-
31 May)

Ms He Jingman, from the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection of the Communist Party of China and the
National Commission of Supervision of the People’s Republic
of China (17-21 June)

Understudy Programme

Since 2020, barristers and solicitors in private practice with less
than five years' post call/admission experience can be engaged,
on a rotating basis, to act as an understudy to Senior Counsel
or senior junior counsel and to take part in the prosecution
work of suitable briefed out cases at a fixed daily rate under this
programme. This has provided valuable learning opportunities
to junior counsel for gaining experience and skills in prosecuting



IG5 0 12024 5 » HE+RFARZENH
ZERMBHEEIETE

SRR R

BAIE 2024 FRFABNBRIZEMEER
BABE8HY MM 57 ¥;¥u%4"1 ARER
H12EH BEHEERRAZIENRESR

FE - WT% MEEE s BREEFFS
HEdE - 2E28 7 EBRMNBUTLR ﬁﬁ’

jfLﬁY ERANRBREEEERIIR -
BERA - BEEIRERFE %?‘éiﬁ—ﬁx
RrfE - HEATHERGSETE -

HitMp RN E SRS MNFEHME
WA MZRE -

n% $£

BRFIAR I A B35

FIERRIERIN 2024 £ 6 B &R 14 RBY
M NEBIFERE B 107 BKE
ARBAAREKR / BFAKR B EHENIEE
BEHERZEAESZN - ZREEHERIM
BIEABBRBITBEIRNASAELIT o

REDR=

Mo  BEEERAHRE R
AREBE WE\ % 2=

ERHERRER ~ A

& 7 il = k2 = Prosecutions Hong Kong 2024

cases of complexity and sensitivity. A total of 10 junior counsel in
private practice participated in the programme in 2024.

Criminal Advocacy Course

In 2024, two rounds of Criminal Advocacy Course were held for
our newly recruited Public Prosecutors and Legal Trainees. The
12-week course consisted of lectures given by our experienced
colleagues, covering a wide range of topics on criminal law,
practice and procedures. Participants visited the Police and the
Government Laboratory as part of their learning experience.
Intensive mock court exercises then followed, with the course
concluding with a period of attachment to the Magistrates' Courts
where participants prosecuted criminal cases in Court.

The course was also open to Counsel from other divisions wishing
to enhance their knowledge on criminal law.

Departmental Prosecutors Training
Course

The Prosecutions Division organized a 14-day Departmental
Prosecutors Training Course in June 2024. Attended by
107 lay prosecutors from different government bureaux/
departments and autonomous bodies, the course aimed to
equip departmental prosecutors with the knowledge and skills
necessary for their discharge of duties.

The course consisted of three parts. Participants first had to
attend a series of lectures covering topics such as Magistrates’
Courts procedures, examination of witnesses, previous consistent/
inconsistent statement, voir dire and disposal of exhibits. They
then paid a one-day visit to one of the Magistrates’ Courts, seeing
how the legal principles discussed applied in real cases. The
course concluded by their taking part in mock court exercises for
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six days, taking on the role of a prosecutor, defence counsel or a
witness.

Court Prosecutors Training

Before being deployed to work at the Magistrates’ Courts, Court
Prosecutors who had joined the Prosecutions Division in 2024
underwent a tailor-made nine-month training programme. The
new recruits are expected to play a pivotal role in maintaining the
high standard of the prosecution work in the Magistrates' Courts.

The nine-month training programme consisted of a series
of lectures focusing on important topics of substantive and
procedural law, mock court exercises, and attachment to the
Magistrates’ Courts during which the new recruits prosecuted
criminal cases firstly under supervision and then on their
own. The new recruits also paid visits to the Police and the
Government Laboratory to meet with their personnel to gain a
better understanding of their daily operations and to enhance
cooperation.

A Training Consultant, a former Senior Assistant Director of
Public Prosecutions with extensive knowledge and expertise in
prosecution work in Magistrates’ Courts, was engaged to design
and oversee the entire training programme.

International Conferences

In 2024, the Division continued to foster links with counterparts in
other jurisdictions. Counsel of the Division participated in various
international events, in which they kept abreast of the latest

IAP BAKU 2024

The 29th Annual Conference and General Meeting
of the International Association of Prosecutors




2024 5 6 B8 1THI RS #5517 B 45 Bl AE Bk
2REFNTFESE CIK)

2024 FEHR MR A AR LRSS (EiB
XE¥)

%2 BERRREHARERER:

& (MEFBEE)

)
0

/

£ 1 EEEREREBRE T IMEKF
FHEEE (PEHES)

F4EPEH-—REAXNEHBRERS
& (HTINR )

FoEHGRREHMA AR TS
(BEEE®)

Thi
3
5
bl
|

1% £ Prosecutions Hong Kong 2024

T

Cagn =

developments in criminal law and prosecutions and exchanged
ideas with their counterparts. Such international events include:

The Financial Action Task Force Plenary and Working Group
Meetings February 2024 (Paris, France)

The International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime
(ICCWCQ) lllegal Wildlife Trade Global Conference (Brussels,
Belgium)

The Financial Action Task Force Plenary and Working Group
Meetings June 2024 (Singapore)

The 2024 Plenary Meeting of the South East Asia Justice
Network (Vientiane, Laos)

The 29" International Association of Prosecutors Annual
Conference and General Meeting (Baku, Azerbaijan)
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Training Activities
HREFZREEMEERER
B South Eastern Circuit Bar Mess In 2024, prosecutors of the Division attended a wide range of
Foundation, Tim Dutton CBE KC, 2024 4E training activities to hone their knowledge and skills necessary
A ERSARRRS (EEAR) for a more efficient discharge of their duties and for future career

advancement. These activities included:
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Middle Temple Advocacy Course (London, United Kingdom)
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The South Eastern Circuit Bar Mess Foundation, Tim Dutton
CBE KC, Advanced International Advocacy Course 2024 at
Keble College, University of Oxford (Oxford, United Kingdom)

TechlLaw.Fest 2024 (Singapore)

Mainland Legal Studies Course organized by the Liaison
Office of the Central People’'s Government (Beijing, China)
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