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Performance Standards and
Targets

In 2024, in addition to court work, the Division gave a total
of 17,740 legal advice on criminal matters to government
bureaux and law enforcement agencies. Of all the requests for
legal advice, 96.7% were replied to within 14 working days in
accordance with our performance pledge, as compared to 95.3%
in 2023.

Caseload
Trial preparation and advisory work

The number of legal advice given in 2024 increased by 14.6%
as compared to 2023. Prosecutors will ensure that there is
consistency in their approach in initiating and conducting
prosecutions, and that recent developments in law are adequately
addressed in their advice to law enforcement agencies.
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Court work undertaken by In-house Prosecutors and
Fiat Counsel in place of In-house Prosecutors in all
levels of Courts

There was an increase in the total number of cases conducted for
the year. As compared to 2023, the number of cases conducted
by in-house prosecutors increased by 20.5% while the number of
cases conducted by fiat counsel decreased by 8.8%.
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Number of cases conducted by In-house Prosecutors and Fiat Counsel

1,800
18
1,500
569 593 14
1,200
900 e
4
600
1,003 1,083 617 421 1,331 1,599
108
300 694 895 82
221 389 305 316
0
] 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024 2023 2024
LERER [REAERE EEER HHERE Hits "
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This includes magistracy appeals and appeals heard in the Court of Appeal and the Court of Fiat Counsel In-house Prosecutors
Final Appeal. 2023 2023
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This includes restraint applications, death inquests, bail applications, taxations of costs and 2024 2024
High Court miscellaneous proceedings. # Total: m 73 HaE Total: 4,282

EEGIEEERINFIEETRE LEM  Court work undertaken by Court Prosecutors and
BEEETEHH LR EGENTE Fiat Counsel in place of Court Prosecutors in the

Magistrates’ Courts
2023 2024
EEBEEENMIMIEMRE EEREEETERAER
RENEAHE
Number of cases conducted by Court Prosecutors and Fiat
Counsel in place of Court Prosecutors in the Magistrates’ Courts 143,824 /‘44/933
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Conviction rates

The statistics used by the Prosecutions Division to calculate

conviction rates are defendant-based*.
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No. of defendants No. of defendants No. of defendants Conviction rate Conviction rate
convicted convicted acquitted after trial including guilty plea
on own plea after trial after trial®
(A) (B) (@] (B)=1(B)+(Q)] [(A)+(B)]+[(A)+(B)+(C)]
HHERR ‘
Magistrates' Courts
2023 1,101 2,079 1,348 60.7% 70.2%
2024 827 1,915 1,236 60.8% 68.9%
[ 15 )% B
District Court B
2023 1,123 289 73 79.8% 95.1%
2024 1,172 283 61 82.3% 96.0% /
JREAERE
Court of First Instance B
2023 197 43 34 55.8% 87.6%
2024 303 44 31 58.7% 91.8% /
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For example, if a defendant faces four charges and if he has been convicted of one charge but not the other three charges, because the conviction rates are defendant-based,

this will be regarded as a conviction case.
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The numbers in this column include “offering no evidence”and "bound-over” cases.
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e NN el A= Court of Final Appeal and related

applications
B &R SRR
By Defendants By Prosecutions Division
2023 2024 2023 2024
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Application for certificate in the Court of Appeal or the Court of First Instance for appeal to the Court of Final Appeal:
/E
Allowed 4 1 1 1
el
Dismissed 14 21 0 1
BusH
Withdrawn 0 0 0 0
Re
Pending"*® 3 7 0 0
8
Total 21 39 1 2
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Application for leave to appeal to the Court of Final Appeal:
3=}
Allowed 10 7 3 2
B
Dismissed 30 35 0 1
Withdrawn 2 1 0 0
Rt
Pending"”* 26 28 1 1
HaE
Total 68 71 4 4
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Appeal to the Court of Final Appeal:
/E
Allowed 3 6 3 1
el
Dismissed 5 2 2 0
Withdrawn 0 0 0 0
R
Pending"” 2 2 1 1
Y
Total 10 10 6 2
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Note — This refers to the number of applications initiated but had not yet been concluded in the respective year.
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By Prosecutions Division to review sentences
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By Prosecutions Division by way of case stated
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By Prosecutions Division by way of case stated
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Note —This refers to the number of applications initiated but had not yet been concluded in the
respective year.

Bilingualism in Courts
(Percentage of criminal cases conducted in Chinese)
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