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Sub-division I, with a diverse portfolio of cases and prosecution
affairs, comprises the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
("ODPP"), the Proceeds of Crime Section, the two Departmental
Prosecutions / Human Rights Sections and the Administration
and Support Units.

In 2024, the Sub-division is dedicated to upholding justice and
aims to enhance the effectiveness and integrity of prosecutorial
practices. Counsel rendered legal advice on matters relating
to policy, departmental prosecutions and proceeds of crime to
policy bureaux and law enforcement agencies. On the other
hand, counsel of the Sub-division continued with their advocacy
duties by prosecuting trials and appeals at different levels of
Court as well as attending restraint and confiscation proceedings.
In 2024, the ODPP together with the Local Organizing Committee
comprising counsel from all Sub-divisions put their efforts
together in bringing the successful 11" Asia and Pacific Regional
Conference of the International Association of Prosecutors which
took place on 27 to 29 November.

Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions

The ODPP is dedicated to facilitating the effective day-to-
day operation of the Prosecutions Division. Its responsibilities
are extensive and multifarious covering administrative and
management matters as well as policy development of the
Division. Counsel of the ODPP work across five major areas of
work, including management, policy research, training, media
relations, as well as complaints and feedback. The ODPP also
supervises the Division's legal support teams, comprising Law
Translation Officers and Law Clerks. Their legal support service is
indispensable to the professional and efficient discharge of the
duties of all counsel within the Division.

Management

As the Management Unit, it is essential to maintain effective and
smooth functioning of the Division. One of its primary duties is
to scrutinise, assess and assign court cases to suitable in-house
prosecutors or counsel on fiat, and also to refer requests for legal
advice to prosecutors having the appropriate experience and
expertise in dealing with them. The Unit has to monitor and
supervise the assignment of duties carefully and sensitively to
ensure that cases would be handled properly, efficiently and
professionally.
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The number of complex and sensitive cases such as commercial
crime, deception and sexual offences remained high in 2024.
The Unit had to exercise additional care in engaging suitable and
experienced counsel to handle these cases so as to ensure and
maintain the high level of professional competency expected of
the Division.

In parallel, the Unit arranges deployment of counsel to the
maximisation of resource effectiveness and, at the same time, for
the benefit of counsel in terms of exposure and training needs.

Policy

The main duty of the Policy Unit is to give legal advice on
issues relating to prosecution policy arising from proposed new
legislation and amendments to existing legislation.

Notable proposed legislation which the Policy Unit had advised
upon in 2024 include:

(1) Smoking (Public Health) Legislation (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill 2024 which aims to implement a host of
tobacco control measures with a view to further reducing
the smoking prevalence and minimising the effect of
secondhand smoke on the public;

(2) Legislative proposal to amend the Housing Ordinance (Cap.
283);

(3) Legislative proposal to amend the Buildings Ordinance (Cap.
123);

(4)  Post Secondary Colleges (Amendment) Bill;

(5)  Marine Safety (Alcohol and Drugs) Bill;

(6) Wild Animals Protection (Amendment) Bill 2023;

(7)  Fire Safety (Buildings) (Amendment) Ordinance 2024;

(8) Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of Vehicles)
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 2024; and

(9) Public Health and Municipal Services (Amendment) Bill 2024
which provides for a new offence of shopfront extension.

In addition, the Policy Unit regularly gives advice to government
bureaux and departments on wide-ranging issues and represents
the Department at regular meetings of the Standing Committee
on Young Offenders.
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Training

The Division is dedicated to equipping prosecutors with the
necessary and up-to-date legal knowledge and advocacy skills to
conduct prosecutions at the highest professional standard. The
Training Unit takes the lead in this endeavour.

In 2024, the bi-annual Criminal Advocacy Course, the annual
Departmental Prosecutors Training Course, and a series of training
sessions for Department in-house counsel, law enforcement
officers, as well as investigators and prosecutors from other
government departments were successfully organized. Seminars
can now be extended to multiple viewing locations via webinar
to accommodate investigators and prosecutors from various
government departments.

The comprehensive legal training includes both theoretical and
practical sessions. In addition to lectures and seminars, mock
court exercises were organized for investigators and prosecutors,
who were well-prepared to attend court proceedings of various
natures after completion of the training.

Media Relations

The Department acknowledges the crucial role of the media
in keeping the public informed about the criminal justice
system. In 2024, the ODPP continued to provide the media with
accurate information about criminal cases in a timely manner, in
accordance with the principles set out in the Prosecution Code.
Such information included matters presented in open court,
progress of events, and other relevant public information. By
sharing this information, the ODPP aims to promote transparency
and accountability in the legal system, while balancing the
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public’s right to know with the right to privacy of the parties
involved. The ODPP is committed to maintaining a responsible
relationship with the media to uphold the principle of open
justice.

Complaints and Feedback

The ODPP handles complaints and answers enquiries from the
general public and non-Government bodies concerning the
work of the Division. It investigates all complaints by adopting a
case-sensitive approach and takes appropriate follow-up actions
to address the concerns raised in each individual case in a fair,
impartial and professional manner. Follow-up actions taken by
the ODPP include conducting an independent review of the
decision not to prosecute in a particular case, assessing merits
of reviews of sentence or appeals, reviewing the prosecution
conduct in proceedings, and making recommendation to the
relevant Sections as appropriate.

In 2024, the ODPP handled a total of 643 cases of complaints and
enquiries about the work of the Division.

Proceeds of Crime Section

Restraint and confiscation of proceeds of crime play a crucial
role in disrupting the cycle of criminal activities, preventing
further crimes, and taking out the profits that fund crimes. In
2024, significant efforts were made by law enforcement agencies
to combat cross-border financial crimes, which often present
unique challenges, and require meticulous investigation as well
as fund flow analysis. In turn, the Proceeds of Crime Section
strived for the enforcement of asset recovery and anti-money
laundering laws in Hong Kong. In 2024, a total of 40 restraint
orders and 31 confiscation orders were successfully obtained.
HK$23,975,752.61 worth of realisable property was restrained, and
the total amount of crime proceeds ordered to be confiscated
was HK$25,322,218.33.

Some notable cases handled by the Section are summarised
below.

In HKSAR v Ha But-yee [2025] 2 HKLRD 468, the appeal was
dismissed after leave had been granted for the appellant to
appeal against the Court of First Instance’s decision to confiscate
HKS63 million from him after pleading guilty to one count of
“offering an advantage to an agent’, contrary to section 9 of the
Prevention of Bribery Ordinance (Cap. 201). The appellant was
the co-defendant who paid bribes in the period between January
2007 and May 2008 to the Chief Trader of Deutsche Bank in
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derivative warrants. Bribes of some HK$6.3 million were paid by
the appellant for information and advice concerning derivative
warrant transactions. In seeking confiscation, the Court of First
Instance accepted the Prosecution’s position that the appellant
had benefitted to the extent of HK$125 million in connection with
the bribe payment and hence the assistance given to him, hence
the proceeds of crime in that amount. The appellant was ordered
to pay HK$63 million in the light of his realisable assets. This
position was accepted by the full bench in the Court of Appeal. In
rejecting the appellant’s arguments, the Court of Appeal pointed
out that the Summary of Facts, which the appellant accepted and
admitted when he pleaded guilty, explicitly stated the scope of
the advantages concerned during a specific period. It is not open
to the appellant’s counsel to go behind, if not resile from, the
plain terms of the appellant’s admissions in the Summary of Facts.

In HKSAR v Ho Ho-yin [2025] HKCFI 992, dangerous drugs were
found in the defendant’s vehicle as well as in his home, along
with sums of money. Financial investigation by the Customs
& Excise officers detected bank and investments accounts
belonging to the defendant being used for money laundering.
The prosecution case was that the total amount of benefit of
the defendant was HK$3,588,700.28. On 22 November 2024,
the defendant pleaded guilty to two charges of “trafficking in
a dangerous drug’, contrary to section 4(1)(a) and (3) of the
Dangerous Drugs Ordinance (Cap. 134) and four counts of
“dealing with property known or believed to represent proceeds
of an indictable offence’, contrary to section 25(1) and (3) of the
Organized and Serious Crimes Ordinance (Cap. 455). He was
sentenced to six years' imprisonment. A confiscation order was
also obtained on the same date in which the defendant was
ordered to pay HK$924,240.14 to the Government within six
months or in default serve a term of imprisonment of two years
consecutive to his sentence of six years for the criminal offences.
The defendant has since complied with the confiscation order.

Apart from conducting cases in Court, members of the Proceeds
of Crime Section delivered seminars to law enforcement
agencies on criminal asset recovery. In April and October 2024,
a Public Prosecutor spoke at a sharing session on restraint and
confiscation proceedings. He also spoke in July and December
2024, amongst other speakers, at the Law Society webinar on
“Money Laundering Offence, Suspicious Transaction Reporting
& Tipping Off: Legal Obligations & Legal Professional Privilege” A
seminar was also held with the ICAC in November 2024 on the
topic of “Prioritising Asset Recovery”, to convey the message of
this critical component in combatting crime. In June 2024, a
Senior Public Prosecutor gave a seminar to prosecutors in the
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Macao SAR on “The Court Procedures of Criminal Asset Recovery
and Successful Cases”.

In June 2024, a Senior Public Prosecutor attended the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) — Plenary and Working Group Meetings, a
conference held in Singapore, with discussions on the revision of
the National Risk Assessment Guidance in which Hong Kong and
Mexico co-led the project. Other issues such as asset recovery
and implementation of a beneficial ownership registry were
discussed. Meetings were held with other authorities to enhance
mutual understanding and cooperation between jurisdictions for
asset tracing.

Departmental Prosecutions /
Human Rights Sections (A) & (B)

Departmental Prosecutions / Human Rights Sections (A) and
(B) were established in 2022 to share the portfolios previously
handled by two separate sections, namely the Human Rights
Section and the Departmental Prosecutions Section.

The major responsibilities of the Departmental Prosecutions
/ Human Rights Sections include giving legal advice to over
30 departmental law enforcement agencies including the
Immigration Department, Labour Department, Buildings
Department, Lands Department, Housing Department,
Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme Authority, Social Welfare
Department and Rating and Valuation Department. Their
responsibilities also include giving legal advice from the
Prosecution’s perspective on the Basic Law and human rights
issues arising in criminal matters including trials and appeals in all
levels of Court as well as judicial reviews. Counsel of the Sections

Y
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are also responsible for conducting trials and appeals in all levels
of Court.

In 2024, the Sections provided a total of 2,596 pieces of legal
advice. Almost all of the offences under the departmental
prosecutions portfolio were statutory offences which were often
very technical in nature involving difficult scientific forensic
evidence and complex legal issues with little jurisprudence for
guidance.

Public housing abuse has recently been a public concern. In
2024, the Sections continued to handle the rising number
of cases in relation to criminal offences under the Housing
Ordinance (Cap. 283). The majority of these cases involves tenants
knowingly or negligently making false statements to the Housing
Department, as well as unlawful alienation of public housing flats
under Cap. 283. For cases related to making false statements, the
majority of them concern false statements made in relation to
succession of properties, distribution of matrimonial properties,
and holding of equitable interest by another person. Regarding
alienation, flats under the Home Ownership Scheme, the Private
Sector Participation Scheme and the Tenants Purchase Scheme
of the Hong Kong Housing Authority are subject to restrictions
under Cap. 283. Before the alienation restrictions are lifted, such
flats may not be sold, leased, or re-mortgaged. Unauthorised sale,
leasing or mortgage of such flats may constitute criminal offences
under Cap. 283.

In September 2023, Super Typhoon Saola had swept away
much of the soil on some cliffs at the Redhill Peninsula in Tai Tam
exposing unauthorised building works at some of the residential
houses thereat. Following extensive investigations conducted
by the Buildings Department and Lands Department, in 2024,
the Sections gave prosecutorial advice to both departments
concerning criminal offences under different ordinances. For
example, one of such cases concerned three of the houses, in
which the owners pleaded guilty to the offence of “engaging in
unlawful erection of structures on unleased land”, contrary to
section 6(4A) of the Land (Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordinance
(Cap. 28) and were fined. Apart from the abovementioned
offence, other relevant offences include “failing to cease
occupation of government land’, contrary to section 6(4) of Cap.
28; "knowingly carrying out building works without approval
and consent’, contrary to sections 14(1) and 40(1AA) of the
Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123); “being an officer concerned in
the management of a body corporate consenting or conniving
to the commission of an offence by the body corporate’, contrary
to section 40(6) of Cap. 123; and “failing to comply with an order
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The Sections also dealt with an increasing number of cases

o N R, F. related to offences under Part IVA of the Landlord and Tenant
B 7 BB 120AAZT RATETHY "EAEK (Consolidation) Ordinance (Cap. 7) which regulates tenancies

BERENYXEEEERERBNES of subdivided units. Part IVA of Cap. 7 governs various aspects
AIERVBEAIE" 3F BRE 7 ER 120AAZL of regulated tenancies including payment of utility charges,
RATETEY “BREEAEEHEEARNE provision of rental receipts, and prohibition of harassment on
HEFEEMNRIE” B MNEBERF7TESE tenants. Furthermore, with Part IVA having been in effect for two
120AAZM & FTETRY “BREEB BB/ years since 2022, cases involving new types of issues related to
AR EWENNEMABIRUEZSE/MEE second term tenancies, such as renewal offers and rent increases,
HWEIARE B UBER ZEHESEEDN began to emerge in 2024. Notable offences include “refusing

EETHIANE AR B ER 2 BT A I Zh g SR o or neglecting to submit a notice to notify the Commissioner of
Rating and Valuation of the particulars of the tenancy’, contrary

B—HEH A TRE—EHESHRTESEE to s.120AAZT of Cap. 7; “requiring the tenant to pay any money in

B 0 2023 4F > WIS (BERER relation to the tenancy other than the permitted types’, contrary
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- . . N s o to s.120AAZL of Cap. 7; and “requiring the tenant to pay for
ggg;?%;;%;i;ﬁ lx—zafﬁizﬂ%i;%i reimbursement of utility charges without providing a copy of
ST R BB 3 TR S RA the bill and an account showing the apportioned amounts for
W};S 04752004 Z=ch %ﬁ%%—%{a’g‘é% El"] different parts forming the premises to which the bill relates’,
B i FFHEEI{’,IEEPE’\J {E/E:;L_E;ﬁj\: contrary to s.120AAZM of Cap. 7.

REMNITERS - RANLL2EN 58 - On the other hand, labour safety has always been the
NNBENEE ZEEEXT SR E#EE Government’s top priority. Maximum penalties for occupational
HEEN—MEENERABREE TR - safety and health offences under the Occupational Safety and
ERSEHT o KA RIRALEEIES|E Health Ordinance (Cap. 509) had been increased in 2023 in order
WERHIEE 509 ZE 6(1) (@) Q)0 & to enhance their deterrent effect. In the recent case of HKSAR v
(3) IRFTS WIARRETRIT - 2024 FE 7 B » W Vogue Laundry Service Limited WKS 9475/2024, the defendant,
AREER 34 S 508K 450,000 5T © ar; employef:( of a deli]\c/ery vvforker, failed to provide a safe system
T g R of work, sufficient safety information, instruction, training, and
EEETghﬁfzﬁlﬁuug}Eﬁﬁ% °09 supervision to its employee at work. The delivery worker fell
BB BE A - from the tail lift platform of a truck onto the ground at the
loading/unloading bay at the Hong Kong International Airport
and sustained fatal injuries. Upon advice of the Sections, the
defendant was prosecuted for the relevant offence under section
6(1), (2)(@), (2)(c) and (3) of Cap. 509. In July 2024, the defendant
pleaded guilty to the summons and was fined HK$450,000.
It was the first fatal case in which sentence was passed for
contraventions of Cap. 509 since the increase in maximum
penalty.
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