[RERERE
Court of First Instance

RESERE (A)(B)(C) R (D) ABBVBIRE & ERIERAAREBIBNRERM - FIHA 3250 -
R BERARERN  REEIRE GRIETA) 5B DRERMRIGERIES)
RERMG U FHEEERRAA « RIESH T AERIGERIE3 5N BOEEBAEN
BT SEEBMAPHERE B2 L SRERRAABA - HERARRA > LR
IR o

Public Prosecutors in Court of First Instance Sections (A), (B), (C) and (D) handle serious
cases in the Court of First Instance (“CFI") such as murder, manslaughter, drug trafficking,
rape, and kidnapping. They assess evidence in accordance with the Prosecution Code,
advise law enforcement agencies, and prepare cases for committal to the CFI for trial or
sentence. In addition to advisory duties, they undertake a full range of court advocacy work
including the prosecution of trials and appeals, the conduct of plea and sentence hearings,
attending return day hearings and handling of bail applications.
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Some notable cases handled by the Sections in 2025 are highlighted below.
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In HKSAR v Cheung Kie-chung [2025] HKCFI 5292, the defendant was an
Associate Professor at the engineering faculty of a local university. He killed his
wife by strangulation with an electric wire and constructed a wooden box to hide
the corpse in his university office. His first murder conviction was quashed on
appeal, with a retrial ordered. On retrial, the Prosecution acceded to his offer
to plead to manslaughter by reason of diminished responsibility, on the ground
that he was then suffering from undiagnosed major depression. Upon pleading
quilty, he was sentenced to seven years and four months'imprisonment.
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In HKSAR v Chung Sze-hong[2025] HKCFI 2355, the defendant killed his 68-year-
old elder brother with a knife in a frenzied manner, inflicting a large number
of wounds on him. Prior to trial, his offer to plead guilty to manslaughter by
reason of provocation was rejected by the Prosecution. At trial, he testified
that the brothers had a fight when the defendant tried to rescue their mother
from their ancestral house. He claimed to have been provoked into killing his
brother upon witnessing various ill-treatment of their elderly mother. The
defendant was unanimously convicted of murder by the jury and sentenced to
life imprisonment.
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HKSAR v Lau Kai-ping [2025] HKCFI 2051 concerns a murder and child abuse
case involving a three-year-old victim, the defendant’s biological daughter. The
defendant subjected the victim to repeated assaults over a period of about two
months, culminating in July 2020 when she sustained a subdural haematoma
which led to her death. Medical experts diagnosed shaken baby syndrome
and severe abusive trauma. The defendant pleaded guilty to the child abuse
charge but contested the murder charge. After trial, the jury unanimously
found him guilty of murder. The Court sentenced him to life imprisonment for
murder and an additional six years and five months’ imprisonment for the child
abuse offence.
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HKSAR v Hossain Md Imran and another [2025] HKCFI 2917 was the first joint
enterprise “shaken baby murder” case in Hong Kong. A married couple was
charged with the murder of their younger son who died when he was 52 days
old, and with child cruelty in respect of him. The parents pleaded not guilty to
both charges and sought to attribute the killing to their 22-month-old firstborn
son. The defendants were convicted after expert medical evidence established
that the victim sustained multiple fractures and fatal abusive head trauma
which were inconsistent with the defendants’ claim. Describing the case
as a ‘completely disgraceful saga”’, the judge sentenced both defendants to
life imprisonment.
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In HKSAR v So Hon-to, Stephen CACC 39/2022, the applicant instigated a plot to
kill an acquaintance known as “Hobbit", using multiple firearms and explosive
materials. He recruited a few people to act as the killers and lookout. He was
convicted after trial of “conspiracy to murder” and “conspiracy to possess
arms and ammunition without a licence” and was sentenced to a total of 27
years’ imprisonment. He applied for leave to appeal against his conviction and
sentence. Following a hearing, the Court of Appeal dismissed the application
for leave to appeal against conviction but reserved its judgment on sentence.
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HKSAR v Huang Ruifang (No. 3)[2025] 2 HKLRD 138 was a sentence appeal
in which the Court of Appeal reviewed the appropriateness of the existing
sentencing guidelines for trafficking in heroin, cocaine and methamphetamine
hydrochloride (commonly referred to as “Ice”), in particular in cases involving
very large quantities of narcotics. Having regard to the legal development
on sentencing for drug trafficking offences in recent years, the Court
promulgated new guidelines for all three types of drugs, replacing the previous
sentencing guidelines.
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