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The Division advises law enforcement agencies in relation to criminal matters and exercises on
behalf of the Secretary for Justice the discretion of whether or not to bring criminal proceedings, in
accordance with Article 63 of the Basic Law. It also has conduct of all criminal cases in the Courts of
Hong Kong.

Our pledges are:

* Toapply the Prosecution Code of the Department of Justice in relation to criminal proceedings;

¢ To give thorough consideration to all matters relevant to the making of decisions in relation to the
institution and conduct of criminal proceedings;

* Uponthereceipt of arequest from a law enforcement agency for legal advice, to provide such advice
within 14 working days, and in more complex cases to provide an interim reply within 14 working days
with an estimated time within which the advice will be provided; for requests from the Complaints
Against Police Office of the Police, to provide information about Court proceedings within 14 days
after all materials are available upon completion of those proceedings;

e To provide legal advice in matters connected with Court cases within the time limit set by the Courts;

* To prepare and file indictments in the Court of First Instance within 7 days of committal of the
defendant in the Magistracy;

e To prepare and deliver charge sheets to the Registrar of the District Court within 14 days after the
date of the order of transfer of the case from the Magistracy to the District Court;

e Torigorously comply with our obligation to make full and proper disclosure of material to the
defence in criminal proceedings and in particular to abide by agreements reached with the Hong
Kong Bar Association and the Law Society of Hong Kong in respect of the service of documents;

e To inform victims of crime of the decision not to prosecute, and to attend to their enquiries, in
accordance with the Victims of Crime Charter; and

* To reply to enquiries on matters related to prosecution policy or decision within 14 working days of
receipt of such enquiries, and to issue an interim reply if a substantive reply is not available within
this period.
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