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Law Enforcement Agencies Types of Offences
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The Division works closely with different government departments. In 2025, the Division descending order by volume, the matters handled were as follows:
reviewed and advised on cases originating from multiple law enforcement agencies,
including:
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Statistics
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In 2025, in addition to court work, the Division gave a total of 18,085 legal advice on criminal matters to government bureaux and law enforcement agencies.
Of all the requests for legal advice, 96.8% were replied to within 14 working days in accordance with our performance pledge, as compared to 96.7% in 2024.
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Trial preparation and advisory work
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The number of legal advice given in 2025 increased by 1.9% as compared
to 2024. Prosecutors will ensure that there is consistency in their
approach in initiating and conducting prosecutions, and that recent
developments in the law are adequately addressed in their advice to law
enforcement agencies.
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Number of cases conducted by In-house Prosecutors and Fiat Counsel
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There was an increase in the total number of cases conducted for the
year. As compared to 2024, the number of cases conducted by in-house
prosecutors increased by 3.0% while the number of cases conducted by
fiat counsel decreased by 0.4%.
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* This includes magistracy appeals and appeals heard in the Court of Appeal and the Court of
Final Appeal.

A This includes restraint order applications, death inquests, bail applications, taxations of costs,
and High Court miscellaneous proceedings.
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Number of
legal advice given

Number of cases prepared for
the Court of First Instance

Number of cases prepared
for the District Court

17,740 18,085 452 447 1618 1,843
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Number of cases conducted by In-house Prosecutors

2024 895 389 1,083 316 4,282
2025 868 417 1,272 265 4,41
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Number of cases conducted by Fiat Counsel B _L:fii%k Appellate Courts* -
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Court work undertaken by Court Prosecutors - Fanling Magistrates' Courts
and Fiat Counsel in place of Court Prosecutors
in the Magistrates’ Courts
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Shatin Magistrates' Courts
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Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts
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West Kowloon Magistrates' Courts
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4 . Kowloon City Magistrates' Courts
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Eastern Magistrates' Courts .
Kwun Tong Magistrates’ Courts
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Number of cases conducted by Court Prosecutors and Fiat Counsel in
place of Court Prosecutors in the Magistrates’ Courts
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Case Outcomes
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Conviction rates
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as a conviction case.
The statistics used by the Prosecutions Division to calculate conviction rates are defendant-based*.
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No. of defendants
convicted on own plea

Mewese
n EEINA

No. of defendants
convicted after trial
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No. of defendants
acquitted after trial #
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Magistrates’ | District Court of Magistrates’ | District Court of Magistrates’ | District
Courts Court First Instance Courts Court First Instance Courts Court
2024 | 827 1,172 303 2024 | 1,915 283 44 2024 | 1,236 61
2025 | 661 1,230 389 2025 | 1,675 241 53 2025 | 1,116 76
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Conviction rate including guilty plea
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Conviction rate after trial
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F;HER Bk | RENERE ;HERR & %R
Magistrates’ | District Court of Magistrates’ | District
Courts Court First Instance Courts Court
2024 | 68.9% 96.0% | 91.8% 2024 | 60.8% 82.3%
2025 | 67.7% 95.1% | 93.4% 2025 | 60.0% 76.0%
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* For example, if a defendant faces four charges and if he has been convicted of one charge but not
the other three charges, because the conviction rates are defendant-based, this will be regarded

A The numbers in this column include “offering no evidence” and “bindover” cases.
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Court of Final Appeal and related applications
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Applications for certificates in the Court of First Instance or Court of Appeal for appeal to the Court of Final Appeal:
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Applications for leave to appeal to the Court of Final Appeal:
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Appeals to the Court of Final Appeal:
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B FR% Pending™tt | 488 Total
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Note - This refers to the number of applications initiated but had not yet been concluded in the
respective year.
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Court of Appeal Court of First Instance
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Appeals by Defendants Appeals by Defendants
2024 2025 2024 2025

Q& BH Alowed 32 33
Q&

B¥[E Dismissed 116 103
Qﬂ; g4 Withdrawn 134 132

Q& BE Alowed 60 56
Q&

BX[El Dismissed 340 313
QU 4 Withdrawn 147 119

482 Total 282 268 42 Total 6547 488
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Appeals by Prosecutions Division by way of case stated Appeals by Prosecutions Division by way of case stated

2024 2025 2024 2025

Q& BE Allowed 0o o
Q&

B¥[E Dismissed 0 0
.ﬂ( HRE Pending™ 5 2
488 Total 5 2

EX[El Dismissed 1 0
.W F A% Pendingote 1 1
4EE Total 2 1

Q& BE Alowed 0 0
Q&
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Applications by Prosecutions Division to review sentences

2024 2025

Q& BE Alowed 2 0
Q& B[E Dismissed 0 2
.W FR® Pending™ts 2 13

88 Total 4 15
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Note - This refers to the number of applications initiated but had not yet been concluded in the respective year.

LA AR R R NN 14 ‘ %%Hu%*ﬁg 2025



() EEEEEL AR

Bilingualism in Courts
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District Court
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Magistrates’
Courts
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Death Inquests
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Instance "
(Trial) 27.7%
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Levels of Court
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46.2%
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Application for
certificate in the Court
of First Instance or the
Court of Appeal for
appeal to the Court of
Final Appeal

Percentage of criminal cases conducted in Chinese
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Death inquests are held to investigate the causes and circumstances of
certain reportable deaths. At an inquest, the Coroner or jury determines
the identity of the deceased, as well as how, when, and where the death
occurred, but does not assign civil liability. The Secretary for Justice may,
at the request of the Coroner, appoint a Government Counsel to be the
Coroner’s Officer to assist at an inquest.

In 2025, a total of 67 death inquests were heard, with findings including
accident, misadventure, natural cause, unlawful killing, and open verdict.
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Advice on Bills and Policies

MEBIEFEEMAER 2025 FELUTEREPHRMHIERIES] ¢

Key legislations advised upon by the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in 2025 include:

1 (2025 FERIGE (1] ) BHOERT ) RAER) (HNERBHUREER  UNANETS « BNEERHREBKNEEEE )
Road Traffic (Amendment) (Ride-hailing Service) Bill 2025 (regulatory framework for online ride-hailing service and licensing regime for
ride-hailing platforms, ride-hailing vehicles and their drivers)

2 (EHEEERAER) (EREERMIEEMNLEANRERE)

Basic Housing Units Bill (regulatory regime for the letting of subdivided units in domestic buildings)

3 (BRETBERKAER) (RIFEPEEMR)
Chinese Medicine Hospital of Hong Kong Bill (establishment of the Chinese Medicine Hospital of Hong Kong)

4 (2025 FIEEEEG (1857 ) REIER) o :£
Tobacco Control Legislation (Amendment) Bill 2025 AL 4

5 (2025 NSRS (53T ) EHEE) Legislation

Firearms and Ammunition (Amendment) Bill 2025

6 (Ef (ZZEEZRIFHM) HREAEE)
Merchant Shipping (Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships) Bill
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Complaints and Feedback
-

Complaint

FIEtmrE B AER 2025 FHEREIE 702 RGHFAE o

The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions handled 702 complaints and enquiries in 2025.

70252 BFAMEN

Complaints and enquiries
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