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Vulnerable Witness and Child Protection Task Force
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To strengthen the protection of vulnerable witnesses in criminal cases, the Prosecutions Division
established the Vulnerable Witness and Child Protection Task Force in 2022. The Task Force works
closely with the Hong Kong Police Force and the Social Welfare Department in handling cases involving
children and mentally incapacitated persons. Its members, drawn from different sub-divisions of the
Division and serving on the Task Force as part of their additional duties, provide prompt legal advice
during the investigative stage, recommend appropriate charges, and play an active role throughout
subsequent proceedings - from trials to appeals. The Task Force strives to ensure that such cases are
handled swiftly, sensitively, and in the interest of justice.
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In the series of child abuse cases involving the Children’s Residential Home, the
arrest operation took place between late December 2021 and March 2022, with
legal advice given shortly thereafter. Out of the 34 defendants charged, 33 were
convicted. All trials were completed by 156 May 2023, with sentences concerning
the last case in the series delivered on 7 October 2024. The Task Force’s
work on this series of cases concluded on 5 September 2025, with the Court
of Appeal dismissing the application for leave to appeal against conviction in
HKSAR v Leung Hiu-tung[2025] HKCA 814.
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In HKSAR v L.L.K. and another [2025] HKDC 400, two young parents repeatedly
abused their three-year-old son, who was a foster child, during the latter’s
home leave, while caring properly for their younger daughter. The victim, a
developmentally delayed child who struggled to express himself, was slapped,
kicked, hit with a metal ruler, locked in a dark toilet, forced to sleep on the floor
or toilet bowl, starved, left naked and soiled in cold weather, and was never
taken for medical treatment. He sustained extensive bruising over his body and
serious brain and eye injuries requiring admission to the Paediatric Intensive
Care Unit before eventual discharge. The mother pleaded guilty to “ill-treatment
or neglect of child” and received 30 months’ imprisonment. Her boyfriend
pleaded guilty to “ill-treatment or neglect of child” and “causing grievous bodily
harm with intent” and was sentenced to a total of 36 months’imprisonment.
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In HKSAR v Zhao Jiaxing [2025] HKCF1 542, the 26-year-old defendant groomed
and sexually abused seven boys, aged 9 to 13, whom he had befriended at public
parks or basketball courts. On multiple occasions, he had brought the boys to
public toilets where he would indecently assault or commit buggery on them
and film the acts. He had also asked one of the boys to expose his private
parts during a video call. The defendant pleaded quilty to 19 charges of sexual
offences and was sentenced to 13 years and 4 months’ imprisonment.
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In HKSAR v Quan Zhiming and 2 others [2025] HKCFI 3259, an eight-year-
old girl was molested by her mother’s former partner. Two years later, her
mother’s new partner indecently assaulted her and had sexual intercourse
with her on multiple occasions. He had also molested the girl's then eight-
year-old younger sister. When the incidents were later uncovered, their
mother attempted to prevent them from reporting the case to the Police.
It was further discovered that the mother had often assaulted and ill-
treated them. Upon their guilty pleas or after trial, the three defendants
were convicted of all their respective charges, including “indecent assault”,
“unlawful sexual intercourse with a girl under 13", “perverting the course of
justice” and “cruelty to child”. The mother’s partner was sentenced to 16
years’ imprisonment, while the mother and her former partner were each
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment.
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