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Human Exploitation Cases
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Human exploitation can be defined as the strong oppressing and exploiting of
the weak and considered in the wider perspective to include human trafficking,
that is, trafficking in persons (“TIP”) as well as multi-faceted criminal enterprises,
involving physical violence, psychological coercion, forced prostitution, sexual and/
or labour exploitation, exploitation of children and young persons including child
pornography, transnational organized crime, money laundering, fraud and illegal
immigration. It becomes clear that exploitation impacts far more people than just
the victims of trafficking. It can be seen as serious transnational crime.

Human exploitation is therefore a complex global problem which needs to be both
recognised and tackled. It should be looked at not only as a domestic concern but
through a global perspective. It is an evolving crime with the criminal networks,
forms and methods of trafficking, and routes of exploitation changing constantly.
The problem requires an informed prosecutorial response. Prosecutors have a key
role to play in combating human exploitation/trafficking and it is important that
prosecutors are able to communicate with each other, exchange knowledge and
share best practice by obtaining information on updated trends that will enable
them to provide an effective response.

Prompted by growing international concern over human exploitation problems, the
DPP launched an initiative in 2012. It aims to develop a strategy and to adopt an
integrated approach to deal with the growing global problem of human exploitation
in a comprehensive, consistent and compassionate manner, in particular with those
who have been exploited. In the later part of 2012, Ms Catherine Ko, ADPP was
appointed as the Coordinator of Human Exploitation Cases and has been assisting
the DPP to bring the initiative forward.

With this new initiative, the Prosecution has taken an active role in liaising with
different groups, ranging from legal professionals to representatives of non-
government organisations, interest groups and consulates, all of whom have
shown and expressed concerns about human exploitation issues. The purpose of
these meetings is to gain a better understanding of the difficulties and problems
faced by individuals who may be, in reality, victims.

In addition, the establishment of an Advisory Committee on Human Exploitation
was part of the initiative. It will consist of people with legal backgrounds who
have an interest in human exploitation cases. It is expected that experts in this
field will be invited to attend the Committee so that they can share their views
with committee members. Representatives from relevant enforcement agencies
and interested groups will also from time to time be invited to attend which will
not only provide a forum for exchange but also to discuss new trends and issues,
changing patterns and cases concerning human exploitation.

Other measures that have been implemented to achieve the initiative include the
promotion of greater cooperation with enforcement agencies and provide training
to them. There should be greater awareness to deal with victims including ones
who may be offenders in a more compassionate manner on a case by case basis.
A systematic data collection mechanism has been established in the Prosecutions
Division to monitor the trend of human exploitation and to monitor cases submitted
for advice relating to TIP and any other forms of human exploitation. By keeping up
to date with the latest trends and research of the problem and issues related to it,
it is anticipated that this growing problem and concern can be dealt with in a more
positive and considered manner.
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