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Event Highlight: Resolve2Win - Legal Services of Hong Kong, Opportunities for All
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The Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul Lam, SC, leading a delegation of about 20 persons comprising representatives from the Hong Kong Bar
Association, the Law Society of Hong Kong and related sectors, visited Shenzhen and Foshan from 6 to 8 August 2024 so as to promote Hong

Kong's legal and dispute resolution services.

Delivering his remarks at “Resolve2Win - Legal Services of Hong Kong, Opportunities for All” conference in Shenzhen on 7 August 2024, Mr
Lam highlighted that as the only common law jurisdiction within the country, Hong Kong has the unique advantage of enjoying the strong
support of the motherland while being closely connected to the world. He added that Hong Kong's position as an international legal and dispute
resolution services centre in the Asia-Pacific region would be leveraged to assist the joint development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area (“GBA”). The conference was attended by more than 300 representatives from the legal, business and other sectors. Following
the conference, Mr Lam and his delegation visited Foshan to gain a better grasp of the opportunities brought about by the developments in the
GBA. Check out the event photos of the trips in Shenzhen and Foshan.



https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/community_engagement/gallery/album20240807pr1.html
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EZEMER

More Event Highlights
HEEBBXNERERMESIGIRE 2024

GBA Mediator Training Course of Hong Kong 2024
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To promote the interface of the non-litigation dispute resolution
services in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
(“GBA”), the Department of Justice held the GBA Mediator Training
Course of Hong Kong on 16 August 2024, which attracted about 400
participants. Mediation experts from Guangdong and Macao were
invited to introduce their respective mediation systems and culture, as
well as sharing their experiences. They also explored the latest
developments of mediation for cross-boundary disputes in the GBA
and the differences and integration of the mediation systems in the
three places, and discussed topics including the means and skills in
handling cross-boundary disputes. Click here for the review of the

training course.
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Sixth Guangdong—Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
Legal Departments Joint Conference
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The Sixth Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Legal
Departments Joint Conference was held on 18 November 2024 in
Zhongshan. The conference made good progress in the area of “soft
connectivity” of talent. On the interface of mediation professionals, the

three places agreed to complete the work on the GBA mediators’
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Sixth Hong Kong Mediation Lecture
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2024 HONG KONG MEDIATION LECTURE:
MEDIATION AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE BRI
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As part of the Hong Kong Legal Week 2024, the Department of Justice
and Herbert Smith Freehills co-organised the sixth Hong Kong
Mediation Lecture: Mediation and Sustainable Development along the
Belt and Road on 6 November 2024. During the Lecture, as a mediator
with the World Bank and the Energy Community Panel, Prof. Shahla
Ali explored the unique challenges and opportunities involved in the
use of mediation in deals relating to natural resources, particularly
under the Belt and Road Initiative. The Lecture concluded with a
discussion of the potential for mediation and related conflict prevention

tools to contribute to shared sustainable development objectives.
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2024 Investment Law Training:
International Investment Law
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On 20 November 2024, the Department of Justice, in collaboration with
the Asian Academy of International Law (“AAIL”), hosted a training
session on investment law. Led by Ms. Teresa Cheng, SC (Founder
Member and Co-Chairman of AAIL) and Dr. Dini Sejko (member of the


https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15PaAisrKh/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15PaAisrKh/

accreditation as soon as possible and submit the proposed list of GBA
mediators to the Joint Conference for confirmation, with a view to

jointly announcing a consolidated panel of GBA mediators within 2024.
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IP Training Programme: Special Lecture -
“Mediate First” Pledge

Mediate First Pledge

Mr. Benson Cheung
Department of Justice
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As part of the IP Training Programme held during the Business of IP
Asia Forum 2024, representative from the Department of Justice
delivered a special lecture on the “Mediate First” Pledge on 6 December
2024. The lecture aimed to introduce mediation to the participants and

promote its use in dispute resolution.

ICSID Panel of Arbitrators), the session focused on key aspects of
international investment law and the complexities of Investor-State
(“ISDS").
participants with a thorough understanding of ISDS and its significant

Dispute Settlement This training aimed to provide

implications for the evolving landscape of international investment

law.

FoEEREEREEEE RS ERELLE
Third ICC-HK International Commercial Mediation
Competition
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In December 2024, the Department of Justice co-organised the third
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ICC-HK International Commercial Mediation Competition with the
International Chamber of Commerce - Hong Kong. Open to local and
overseas university students, the competition focused on mediation
advocacy skills in international commercial mediation. The winning
team was sponsored to compete in Paris. This event not only educated
students on the benefits of mediation, but also enhanced Hong Kong’s
status as a leading center for international legal and dispute resolution

services in the Asia-Pacific region.
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The Chief Executive's 2024 Policy Address
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To implement the policy initiatives in the Chief Executive’s Policy
Address 2024 to step up promotion of mediation services, the policy on
incorporating mediation clauses in government contracts will become
effective on 6 February 2025. In addition, the Department of Justice is
now reviewing the system on local accreditation and disciplinary
matters of the mediation profession. With a view to offering more
training opportunities for promoting mediation culture, the Pilot
Scheme on Community Mediation is anticipated to roll out in Q2 2025.
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Upcoming Events and Training
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Stay tuned for our upcoming events and training!
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The GBA Mediator Panel 2024
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The GBA Mediator Panel was announced on 30 December 2024. The
establishment of the Panel underscores the efforts of Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macao to promote high-quality and efficient mediation
services within the Greater Bay Area. Click here for the GBA Mediator
Panel 2024 (only available in Chinese). The Hong Kong GBA Mediators
Accreditation Ceremony was successfully held on 13 January 2025.

8th Hong Kong Secondary School Peer Mediation Competition (March 2025)
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“Mediate First” Pledge Event 2025 (9 May 2025)
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And more...


https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/legal_dispute/pdf/GBA_Mediator_Panel_2024_tc.pdf
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/legal_dispute/pdf/GBA_Mediator_Panel_2024_tc.pdf
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If agreement is unable to be reached at the joint session, the mediator will usually
suggest the parties to retire to separate rooms for a caucus and he/she will pass
between parties assisting them to assess the feasibility of their negotiation terms.
All matters discussed with the mediator at private meetings are confidential, and

will not be disclosed by the mediator to the other party without explicit consent. ‘
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BATNA: Best Aliernahve WATNA: Worst Alternative mpasse
to a Negotiated Agreement = to a Negotiated Agreement
BATNA B2 RAFIKEEEN = WATNA ISR 20 RFIEMFIR,
BRNR, —NEANNER. —NEARNER. SRRSHBLENBRRARR, REHRER.
BATNA refers to the most : WATNA re_fers to the least favourable Impasse occurs when parties in mediation are
advantageous outcome if outcome if no settlement reached. .
negotiations fail to result in a unable to progress towards a resolution.
resolution. y A
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Interested in learning more about mediation? Click here for viewing our previous posts on mediation!
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If you have any queries or wish to unsubscribe, please contact us at mediation@doj.gov.hk.
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View our privacy policy and copyright notice & disclaimer.
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