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Event Highlight: Hong Kong Legal Week 2025
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The Hong Kong Legal Week 2025, themed “Linking Laws, Bridging Worlds”, was successfully held from 1 to 5 December 2025. The third day’s
core event, “Capital of Mediation,” commenced with a welcome remarks by the Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul Lam, SC.

In his address, the Secretary for Justice highlighted Hong Kong’s unique advantages and forward-looking position as an international mediation
hub. He attributed this achievement to several key factors: the strong support expressed for Hong Kong in the National 14th Five-Year Plan; the
ongoing reform measures implemented by the Hong Kong Judiciary, such as the Civil Justice Reform in the early 2000s, Practice Direction 31, and
the establishment of the Integrated Mediation Office. Furthermore, the Department of Justice has been dedicated to promoting a "Mediate First"
culture across society through the “Mediate First” Pledge Campaign, the biennial Mediation Week, and the policy of inclusion of mediation clauses
in all Government contracts. He particularly emphasised that the establishment of the International Organization for Mediation headquartered in
Hong Kong serves as a significant milestone, marking the international recognition of Hong Kong's status as the "Capital of Mediation". Check out
the welcome remarks by SJ.

The event then proceeded with two thematic discussion sessions: “A World in Dialogue - Mediation for Peace & Prosperity”: this session, from a
global perspective, explored mediation’s critical role in resolving inter-state disputes as well as international investment and commercial conflicts
between states and private entities, demonstrating how effective mediation fosters peace, stability, and shared economic prosperity worldwide.
“Mediation in Action”: focusing on local practices, this session discussed the Government’s latest developments in its “Deepening Mediation
Culture” initiative and other mediation schemes in the community for resolving disputes including financial disputes, building management
disputes and neighborhood disputes, etc.

The “Capital of Mediation” segment concluded with the closing remarks by the Deputy Secretary for Justice, Dr Cheung Kwok-kwan, bringing
the event to a successful close. See the full speech by the Deputy Secretary for Justice here.


https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/community_engagement/speeches/20251203_sj2.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/community_engagement/speeches/20251203_sj3.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/community_engagement/speeches/20251203_sj2.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/community_engagement/speeches/20251203_sj3.html
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Jointly organised by the Department of Justice, Shanghai Commercial
Mediation Centre and Hong Kong Mediation Council, the 7th Shanghai-
Hong Kong Commercial Mediation Forum was held in Shanghai on 19
September 2025. The forum discussed various topics, including the
application of commercial mediation in cross-border dispute resolution,
how development in commercial mediation would help to build a stable
business environment, capacity building in international commercial

mediation and the branding of international commercial mediation.

The Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul Lam, SC delivered the keynote speech
in virtual mode highlighting Hong Kong’s unique advantages relating to
mediation and the recent development of mediation in Hong Kong, such
as the establishment of the International Organization for Mediation
headquartered in Hong Kong, the establishment of the Hong Kong
International Legal Talents Training Academy as well as the consolidated
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Mediator Panel 2024
released by the legal departments of Guangdong Province, the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) and the Macao SAR. Check
out the keynote speech by the Secretary for Justice.
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As part of the Hong Kong Legal Week 2025, the Department of Justice
and Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer co-organised the Hong Kong
“Behind the Scenes: The Role of Mediation in
Entertainment Dispute Resolution”, on Day 3 of the Hong Kong Legal
Week.

Mediation Lecture:

Branded as the “Oriental Hollywood”, Hong Kong is renowned for its
entertainment industry producing many famous Kung-fu movies and
Canto Pop. With the opening of Kai Tak Sports Park of which Kai Tak
Stadium has a capacity to host world-class concerts, Hong Kong's
entertainment industry has ventured to a new phase. As business
opportunities often come with disputes, against this background,
Professor Sungkee Hong, Chairman of the Content Dispute Resolution
Committee of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of the
Republic of Korea, shared insights into the expanding role of mediation
within the entertainment industry, highlighting how tailored, “behind-
the-scenes” solutions could address the unique challenges and

dynamics inherent in entertainment disputes.


https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/community_engagement/speeches/20250919_sj5.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/community_engagement/speeches/20250919_sj5.html

B EEBRRIE—INRRE
IP Training Programme - Special Lecture

. fmﬂil]‘!*"“"

Associatiﬁﬂ s

|nternationa
Gl

M EREERRERTONNBERERMIE 2025 MBS - FBEERR
2025 F 12 B 5 HriBUFEMVRBEEIK T REAT ) AGEETEEE
o MEZENAREBERRFFPERILERAER -

As part of the IP Training Programme held during the Business of IP Asia
Forum 2025, a representative from the Department of Justice delivered a
special lecture on the overview of the Government’s latest mediation
initiatives and the “Mediate First” Pledge on 5 December 2025. The
lecture introduced participants to the benefits of mediation and

promoted its use in resolving disputes.
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The launching ceremony of the Pilot Scheme on Sports Dispute
Resolution was successfully held at Kai Tak Stadium on 11 December
2025.

The Pilot Scheme is led by the Department of Justice and supported by
the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau, as one of the initiatives under
the Policy Address.

efficient and accessible mechanism for resolving sports disputes

It aims to provide the sports sector with a fair,

through mediation and arbitration, thereby promoting the sustainable
development of Hong Kong's sports industry and advancing the city’s

position as an international centre for sports dispute resolution.

The Pilot Scheme began accepting case applications from 13 February
2026 and will operate for a period of two years, to be followed by a
review. The Pilot Scheme will adopt a "mediation first, arbitration next"
approach, applicable to all types of sports-related disputes, whether
commercial or non-commercial in nature. To enhance handling
efficiency, the Pilot Scheme features an online mediation and
arbitration platform, as well as expedited procedures to enhance the
efficiency of dispute resolution and address urgent disputes which may
arise during competition. The Government will provide subsidy for

eligible cases. Click here for more event photos.


https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/community_engagement/gallery/album20251211pr1.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/community_engagement/gallery/album20251211pr1.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/community_engagement/gallery/album20251211pr1.html
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The legal departments of Guangdong Province, the Hong Kong SAR and
the Macao SAR officially promulgated the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA) Mediator Panel 2025 on 30 December
2025. The GBA Mediator Panel 2025, with 233 mediators from Hong
Kong, Guangdong and Macao, will enhance the interface of dispute
resolution talent in the GBA. The panel is available on the webpage of the

Department of Justice.
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Stay tuned for our upcoming events and training!

> BRZEEFAERLEE (2026 &£ 3 H 28 H)
Peer Mediation Competition (28 March 2026)

> 2026 FRMBEKEZIKFERIES (2026 F5H 4 £8 H)
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The “Mediate First” Pledge 2025 was successfully concluded on 9 May
2025. Click here for the insightful views and sharing by the speakers.

Mediation Week 2026 and Global Mediation Summit (4-8 May 2026)
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And more...


https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/legal_dispute/pdf/gba_mediator_panel_2025_tc.pdf
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/legal_dispute/pdf/gba_mediator_panel_2025_tc.pdf
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/publications/pdf/Mediate_First_Pledge_Event_2025_c.pdf
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/publications/pdf/Mediate_First_Pledge_Event_2025_c.pdf
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“Shuttle diplomacy” is a communication method in which a mediator meets with one

party and travels to meet with the other party to facilitate dialogue and negotiate an
agreement. This practice of conveying messages and proposals through an intermediary
reduces tensions that may arise from direct meetings between the conflicting parties.
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Interested in learning more about mediation? Click here for viewing our previous posts on mediation!
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If you have any queries or wish to unsubscribe, please contact us at mediation@doj.gov.hk.
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View our privacy policy and copyright notice & disclaimer.
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https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/community_engagement/social_media/adr_posts.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/community_engagement/social_media/adr_posts.html
https://eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/doj004/en/
https://www.doj.gov.hk/mediatefirst/en/home/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/LEAD.Office/
https://www.weibo.com/7075497363/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mediatefirst/
mailto:mediation@doj.gov.hk
mailto:mediation@doj.gov.hk
https://www.doj.gov.hk/tc/copyright/privacy.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/mediatefirst/doc/tc/MFP_newsletter_disclaimer_tc.pdf
https://www.doj.gov.hk/en/copyright/privacy.html
https://www.doj.gov.hk/mediatefirst/doc/en/MFP_newsletter_disclaimer_e.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1063614652611597
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1079843540988708
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1HfynCf4GM/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CsjYjPumT/
https://eform.cefs.gov.hk/form/doj004/tc/
https://www.doj.gov.hk/mediatefirst/en/home/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/LEAD.Office/
https://www.weibo.com/7075497363/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mediatefirst/

