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" The freedom of expression may take many forms. As was involved in the present
case, they include the freedom of speech, the freedom of assembly and the freedom of
demonstration. The right to the freedom of expression is guaranteed by Article 27 of the
Basic Law and Article 17 of the Bill of Rights. This is a fundamental right to enable any
person to air his grievances and to express his views on matters of public interest. In a
free and democratic society, there are bound to be conflicts of interest and differences
in opinion. It is important that those who purport to exercise the right to the freedom of
expression must also respect the rights of others and must not abuse such right.
Conlflicts and differences are to be resolved through dialogue and compromise.
Resorting to violence or threat of violence or breach of the peace in the exercise of this
right will not advance one's cause. On the contrary, this will weaken the merits of the
cause and result in loss of sympathy and support. The means to achieve a legitimate end

must not only be peaceful, it must also be lawful. Violent or unlawful means cannot
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justify an end however noble. It may also attract criminal liability. |
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