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9 January 2015

Ms. Adeline Wan By email and by post

Senior Assistant Solicitor General adelinewan@doj.gov.hk

(General Legal Policy)

Department of Justice

Legal Policy Division

1/F, High Block,

Queensway Government Offices,
66 Queensway,

Hong Kong

Dear Ms. Wan,

Re: Solicitors (General) Costs (Amendment) Rules 2013 —
_ Follow up by LegCo Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services

Thank you for your letter dated 19 December 2014,

The task of reviewing the Legal Practitioners Ordinance and the subsidiary rules
under the Ordinance falls on the Standards and Development Department within the
Law Society. The responsible staff are all qualified Hong Kong solicitors who are
familiar with the Ordinance and its subsidiary rules and with the rule making
procedures.

The error relating to the Solicitors (General) Costs (Amendment) Rules 2013 was an
unfortunate isolated incident. After this incident, an item on the relevant enabling
provision had been included in our internal checklist for legislative amendments to
ensure that this aspect would be specifically checked in future.

All proposed legislative amendments will first be considered and reviewed by the
relevant Law Society Committees and Working Parties, then by the Standing
Committee on Standards and Development and the Council before the Law Society
liaises with external bodies in accordance with the required procedure for legislative
amendments. For example, where applicable, the proposed amendments will then be
submitted to the Chief Justice for his approval-in-principle. After the Chief Justice
has granted his approval-in-principle, the Law Society will liaise with the Drafting
Division of the Department of Justice which will review the drafting of the proposed
amendments. Upon finalization of the draft legislation, the Law Society will apply,
the Chief Justice for his final approval prior to gazettal.
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The Law Society of Hong Kong

The legislative amendment process is thus a very elaborate process involving vetting
at various stages by different stakeholders. We will use our best endeavours to
prevent the recurrence of similar incidents. .

Yours sincerely,

Hefer

Heidi Chu
Secretary General



